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Here We Go! 
 

Testing started this week in Worthington and 
although we have encountered a few hiccups 
related to technology we have been able to 
navigate them fairly easily.  We know that things 
will smooth out as we move through this first 
window.  We are very pleased with our students 
and staff.  Thanks for a great start! 
 

Performance Based Assessments 
District Window:  February 16-March 17 

The early spring performance-based component 

includes longer questions that usually require multiple 

steps. It measures critical thinking, reasoning and the 

ability to apply skills and knowledge in reading, writing 

and mathematics.  

  

Students read passages from real texts – fiction and 

non-fiction, and sometimes watch video or listen to 

audio. They write, using what they’ve learned from 

the passages and multi-media to support their 

arguments. These skills are critically important for 

students in college and in the workplace.  

 

PARCC measures writing at every grade because it is 

key to showing readiness for the next level of 

academic work. 

  

Students also solve multi-step math problems that 

require reasoning and address real-world situations. 

This requires students to reason mathematically, 

make sense of quantities and their relationships to 

solve real-world problems, and show their 

understanding.  Many previous assessments focused 

mostly on rote procedure only.  

Take the test: try one of the practice tests for 

yourself. 

 

What is Different About The New 
Assessments? 

 

There’s no better way to see the difference than to look at 

side-by-side examples of "old" test items and PARCC test 

items: 

• Elementary School  

• Middle School 

 

What Can Parents Do to Help Their 
Child Get Ready? 

Here are some things to share with your child as they 

engage in the new assessments: 

 Help them understand that these tests are 

different from the OAA/OGT style.  Students will 

need to think, write, and engage with the 

questions.  It more closely matches what they 

typically experience in the classroom.  

 Students will not be able to move as quickly 

through the test as they did in the past.  The test 

is designed to be more rigorous than the previous 

state tests, but not more rigorous then what they 

experience in their classroom. 

 They will have plenty of time to finish.  The 

majority of students are finishing in about 2/3 of 

the time allocated.  All students have finished so 

far. 

 There are no negative consequences to them; 

however we want them to do their best as it will 

allow us to have a good look at how well our 

instruction is aligning with the standards.  The 

more accurate this picture then the more able we 

are to fine tune our curriculum and instruction. 

 There may be technology hiccups.  If that happens 

the test will pick up where they left off and time 

will be added to compensate for what was lost.  

  

 
 

 

If you are interested in more information on curriculum, instruction and the new assessments 
please visit our Parent Resource webpage (Academic Achievement - Parent Resources). 
 

http://www.parcconline.org/take-the-test
http://www.parcconline.org/take-the-test
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/oldvnew-elem.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/oldvnew-elem.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/oldvnew-middle_1.pdf
http://www.worthington.k12.oh.us/Page/2305

