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Out of the and

Erica LeGault is all bundled up outside, but she's burning up inside the school.
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M any Worthington students 
and sta!  members enjoyed 
having school cancelled 

because of weather, but the days o!  
created more of a disturbance than a 
delight. 
   Teachers are now feeling crunched 
to get all curriculum in.  
   “A t one point 
I was actually 
hoping that 
we didn’t have 
anymore snow 
days, I never 
thought I w ould 
say that. I just 
wasn’t sure 
how I w ould 
" t  everything 
needed in if we 
had another one. I had to crunch some 
stu!  in, leave some stu!  out, and re-
evaluate what the most important 
things were for the students to learn,” 
said student teacher, Justin Wilson.
   The calamity days also caused many 
sporting events to be rescheduled. 
Senior Night for boys basketball 
had to be rescheduled, causing the 

cheerleaders to miss the event. “We 
had our COA national competition 
during the time of the rescheduled 
Senior Night. Therefore, we had to 
miss the night but it w as well worth 
it because we placed third overall, 
and were only two points away from 
second,” said senior cheerleader, 

Ashley Coen. 
   An onset of 
tournament games 
prevented a girls 
basketball game fro 
being rescheduled. 
   Many extra 
curricular ev ents 
Kilbourne have also 
been moved. The 
two Black History 
Month events and an 

extended home room for scheduling 
were also delayed. A student council 
meeting, choir Dessert Cabaret, crime 
stopper speaker for seniors, and a 
diversity study in the district also had 
to be cancelled. 
   “The days inconvenienced a lot, I 
already planned events once and 
now I hav e to take the time to plan 

them all over again. Even when the 
students aren’t in school people in 
the co-curricular o#  ce still hav e a lot 
of work to do. One snow day can be 
nice, but " ve was just too many,” said 
Ralph King, activities director.  
   Students should hope for w armer 
weather because the schools have no 
more calamity days built in.  Another 
snow day means more school in 
June. 
   “We will need to make up the days 
as required by law. I will be proposing 
that the days be made up at the end of 
the school year,” said superintendent 
Melissa Conrath. Many seniors are 
concerned about what they will do if 
a day needs to be made up. “I do not 
anticipate that there would need to be 
a change in the graduation date,” said 
Conrath. 
   Although excessive snow days can 
be a hassle, the district still has safety 
in mind. “Our decisions are based 
on the concern for safety of students 
ge$ ing to and from school. Whether 
or not w e need to make up a day 
will not impact the decision,” said 
Conrath.

Snow Days may please stduents, but 
they disrupt activities and staff

“ “ªOur decisions are based 
on the concern for safety of 

students getting to and from 
school.º

~Melissa Conrath

[                                      ]Annie Cercone
Staff Writer

words from the hallwaysWhat did you do on all the calamity days?

ªI went sledding at 
Brookside Country 

Club.º
Abbey Johnson ̀ 07

ªI had Strep Throat so I 
slept most of the time.º

Heather Justus ̀ 08

ªI hung out with a lot 
of friends and played 

hockey.º
Nathan Saks ̀ 08

ªI went sledding, shop-
ping, and went to the 

movies.º
Kylie Jones ̀ 08
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What is your best memory with your 
dad?
“I remember one time, when I 
was " ve years old, when we were 
at Cedar Point and we were in 
the Barenstein Bear Land.  It was 
really hot out, so obviously I was 
sweating.  There were the static 
electricity balls all around, so I was 
pu$ ing my hands on them.  While I 
was touching them, my dad leaned 
over and kissed my ear, right by 

my earring.  Then, we smelled 
something burning…His lips were 
burned by the electricity from the 
ball%  I just remember how funny the 
whole event was.”

How was he involved in WKHS?
“Umm, he came to every " eld 
hockey game that I played here.  
Also, he gave money to purchase our 
" e ld hockey uniforms this year, so 
the girls would look sharp out there 

on the " eld.”

What was his job?
“He was self-employed.  He owned 
a renovations company, which 
meant that he owned apartments 
on campus and rented them out to 
college students.  Also, during his 
lifetime, he opened a tanning salon, a 
carry-out restaurant, and a few bars.  
He owned Newport Music Hall for 
a while, also.  So, basically, he was a 

Q&A with

[                                      ]Ali Besser
Staff Writer

Heather DeSantis

Heather DeSantis shares stories and feelings about her father and his involvement with 
the WKHS community.

DeSantis with the ® eld hockey team on Senior Night.
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How much money has been donated 
to Hospice?  
“Well, instead of having & owers 
and things donated at his funeral, 
we asked that people donate money 
to Hospice in his memory.  So far, 
we have collected over '2000 in his 
name.”  

Describe him in one word… 
“Strong.”
Why did you choose “strong”?  
“Well, he was built like an ox%  I 
remember in the winter before he 
got sick, he would crack walnuts 
in his biceps.  Furthermore, he was 
so emotionally strong.  He was also 
strong because he wanted to take 
care of everyone and he wanted to 
show me that you have to be a strong 
person to survive in the real world.”

Favorite…
Food? “Steak in general%”  
Color?  “Umm, probably brown.”  
Hobby? “He had lots%  Fishing, 
hunting, watching boxing ( 

NASCAR, cooking feasts…and he 
loved having my friends over so he 
could cook them food and desserts.  
Oh, and he was obsessed with the 
Marines.”  
TV Show? “Emeril Live% and stu!  on 
the Sci-Fi channel.  He liked Cops 
and the judge shows, too.”

Was your dad a Marine? 
“Yes.  He was a Marine from 1967-
1968 and fought in the Vietnam War.  
He would always talk about the 
memories he had with his buddies 
from boot camp and just from times 
when they would goof o! .”

What was it like being your dad’s 
only child?  
“He spoiled me like no other%  I 
never really went without anything 
and I got to have so many great 
experiences because of him.  Even 
though I was technically the 
only child, my dog Patches was 
considered like another child.  He 
was my dad’s son.  Whenever my 
dad would come home, he would get 
down on his knees so Patches could 

come and take his hat o! .  Then, 8 
o’clock on the dot, Patches would 
take his toy upstairs for bedtime 
with my dad.  He would always 
unmake the bed with his feet and 
take my dad’s socks o!  with his teeth 
so they could go to bed.  My dad and 
Patches were best friends.”

Did you have nicknames for each 
other?  
“Yea, I always called him Goggi 
because I couldn’t say “Daddy” 
when I was younger.  He would call 
me Peanut, mainly because I was just 
soooo tiny when I was a kid.”  

Where is the money from our 
fundraisers going?  
“It’s going to the American Lung 
Association of Ohio to help fund 
research and help " nd a cure for 
lung cancer.  Unfortunately, the 
government does not provide any 
money to " nd a cure for lung cancer 
even though it is one of the most 
deadly cancers.  That’s why it’s so 
important that students at Kilbourne 
donate to the cause.”

DeSantis with her dad several months ago.

DeSantis was also close with the family dog, Patches. Heather and Craig DeSantis had a close relationship.



K ilbourne graduate Emily 
Douglas founded the small 
non-pro" t organization 

Grandma’s Gi) s when she was 
just eleven years old. Now, a grad 
student at OSU, Douglas is in the 
running to become a " nalist in the 
Volvo for Life competition, which 
will donate up to '50,000 to her 
organization.
   The Volvo for Life Awa rd w as 
created " ve years ago to honor and 
reward those in America who made 
an impact on their communities. 
This being the " ) h year, the 
competition began with each of the 
" )  y states receiving " ve nominated 
heroes. Those 250 contestants were 
then narrowed down by the rest of 
America voting for their fav orite. 
Voting closed February 4 and the 
top nine nominees are currently 
being selected. 
   Douglas, the head " eld hockey 
coach at Olentangy, was nominated 
by two of her players, and also 
by three of her friends from her 
organization for her work with 
Grandma’s Gi) s. 
   She founded the organization in 
1993 a) er her grandmother ’s death 
from breast and lung cancer just two 
years earlier.  Douglas was extremely 
close with her grandma who taught 
her lessons of charity, giving, and 
love. She grew up hearing the stories 
of her grandma’s di#  cult childhood 
in Appalachia, Ohio during the 
Depression Era and how her 
neighbors were there to help.
   To let the lessons of her 
grandmother liv e on, Grandma’s 
Gi) s donates books, clothing, and 
food to children and families in  
Appalachia. Douglas has even 
taken elementary school classes 
on " eld trips to the Columbus Zoo  
and COSI. Over '2 million has been  
used towards helping these families 
so far, in addition to donating ov er 
650,000 books to schools, libraries, 
and hospitals.
   The road to success has not been 
easy though. “While in middle 

school at McCord and high school at 
Kilbourne my friends and others made 
fun of me for helping others. I took 
it very hard and tended to go about 

my days trying to hide from the 
harsh words. I would come home 
from school crying and w ould 
tell myself I could no longer do 
Grandma’s Gi) s because it wasn’t 
cool,” said Douglas. 
   But as time went on, she was 
opened up to a new perspective 
a) er talking with a friend. “I think 
that people in high school are so 
concerned about " $ ing in that 
they forget to remember what’ s 
right. Helping people is cool and 
amazing. If you believe otherwise 
you probably need to rethink 
some things and open your eyes. 
You never know when y ou may 
need someone else’s help,” said 
Douglas.
   She also faced many people 
who told her she could not make 
a di! erence, but the le$ ers she 
receives from children whom she 
helped proves that is not the case. 
“An yone who really w ants to can 
make a di! erence. You just have 
to put your mind and heart into it 
and know that it’ s not easy, but in 
the end everyone bene" ts.” said 
Douglas.
   Despite the incredible amount 

of time and work Douglas puts into 
making Grandma’s Gi)  s successful, 
and besides the fact she is only 24 
years old, she still spends time doing 
typical activities such as going out 
with her friends, staying up until 
3AM watching movies, and playing 
sports. “I’ m a normal girl, who enjoys 
helping people, and I’m proud of 
that,” said Douglas.
   Top prizes for the competition 
include '50,000 which will be donated 
to the non-pro" t organization of the 
winner’ s choice, a trip to the awards 
ceremony in New York City, a starring 
role in the Volvo for Life documentary , 
and, of course, a Volvo for Life.  
   “I have yet to break down exact dollar 
amounts in my head, but I w ould use 
the money to grow the organization 
by creating new programs and 
expanding current 
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Graduate’s charity work gains attention

Douglas with her grandmother who inspiered her work.  
Photo from grandmasgifts.org.

[                                      ]Brittany Dahn
Staff Writer

how to get involved...
1. Emily Douglas is open for 

questions, comments, 
or suggestions at Emily.

Douglas@grandmasgifts.
org. Projects are going on 
all the time and volunteers 

are always needed.
2. Check out Grandma's 

Gifts online at www.
GrandmasGifts.org

3.  Add Grandma's Gifts to your 
MySpace: www.MySpace.

com/Grandmasgifts . 
There you can ® nd updates 
involving current projects 

and other news. continued on next page
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For many students, 
closing school for 
a day is always the 

right decision.  For most, 
closing school for " ve days 
in a two week period is 
an excellent decision that 
the members of the school 
board should get a raise 
for.  But objectively, these 
" v e separate decisions to 
close the Worthington City  
Schools was a good one.
   Closing schools is " rst and 
foremost about students’ 
safety.  If the roads are too 
dangerous for students to 
make it to classes or the 
temperature too dangerous 
for students to be outside 
for even a brief period of 
time, school should be 
called o! .  These were the 
exact conditions that faced 
students on February 5, 6, 7, 
13, and 14.  How do I know?  
I had to go to classes still.
   As an Ohio State University 
Academy student, I must  
still leave my house at 7:30 in 
the morning to take a forty  
minute driv e to campus 
*a lot of tra#  c heading 
downtown in the morning+  
and then park my car and 
take another 15 minutes 
to walk to class regardless 
of whether Worthington  
Schools are closed or not.  

On February 5, 6, and 
7, this walking prov ed 
to be brutal.   With the 
wind chill at tw enty 
below zero *degrees 
Fahrenheit+ and an 
air temperature of 8 
below zero, it started 
to become painful 
ten minutes into my  
walk.  While I had  
layers upon layers on, 
it did not ma$ er, the 
temperature would 
eventually get to me 
no ma$ er how much  
more I wore.  As I 
arrived in class and got 
out my pens to take 
notes, I was met with 
another surprise.  My  
pens did not function.   
I actually had to “defrost”  
them before I could start 
writing%
   The decisions to close 
school on February 13 and 
14 were also good ones.  On 
the 13th, the issue became 
the amount of snow that  
wou ld fall during the  
day.  When I le)  OSU’s 
campus at 11:00 AM, the  
conditions had become 
extremely poor to driv e in.  
Averaging 30 MPH on SR 
315 I did not arriv e home 
until noon; a normally 15  
minute drive took me an  

hour.  Additionally, the hill  
Hard Road leading from  
SR 315 to Linworth Road 
*and to Kilbourne High  
School+ was impassible.  On 
the 14th, I received my " rst 
lucky break, classes at the 
Ohio State University w ere 
cancelled for the entire 
day.  This is rumored to  
be the " rst such closing of 
the Univ ersity in about 40 
years *though some sources 
put the number of y ears 
closer to 20 – there is no 
o#  cial record of Columb us 
Campus closings+.
   While these decisions 

put Worthington Schools 
dangerously close to having 
to add on extra days to our 
school year should we need 
another calamity day, they 
were in fact the correct 
decisions.  Having to a$ end 
school for an “extra” day  
*which really isn’ t extra+ far 
outweighs any detrimental  
e! ects of having students 
try to make it to school in  
adverse weather condi tions.  
Snow days are not just about 
an adolescent desire to be 
authorized to skip school  
for one day, it is about our  
safety.

Closing the Worthington City 
Schools was the Right Decision
[                                      ]Ambrose Wu

Staff Writer

ones,” said Douglas. “I’ve never been 
the type to get too ahead of myself 
with such things. I would rather be 
satis" ed with the number of people 
who know about the organization 
and Appalachia than si$ ing sad in a 
corner because I did not win.”

   Grandma’s Gi) s has opened Douglas 
to many great experiences including 
appearing on Oprah, meeting former 
President Clinton, testifying in front 
of Congress, and traveling all over to 
speak to children and adults about 
community service. 
   She has also had the opportunity 

to meet people like John Glenn, The 
Backstreet Boys, Alexis Bledel, Minnie 
Driver, and Harry Bellefonte. 
   “I  have had quite a few neat 
experiences but the journey as a whole 
has been very special. I know that my 
grandma watches over me and helps 
me out,” said Douglas.

continued from last page

Many cars were trapped for several days, repventing students from getting any-
where at all.  Photo from media.oh.com.

[Editorial]
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Students have o) en complained about the food selections 
provided by the Wolfateria in the past. This y ear, mainly 
due to new cafeteria manager Ann Warner, new foods  

have been provided to select from and more healthy options 
for Kilbourne’s students.  
   Warner graduated from Pennsylvania State College with a 
degree in hotel/restuarant management. 
   The cafeteria has made numerous additions to the food menu 
such as the popular yogurt parfait cups, oatmeal in the morning, 
half a wrap of whole grain peanut bu$ er and granola, oriental 
salad, fruit slushies, cranberry oatmeal cookies, almonds, juice 
cups, and many of the hot breakfast items. 
   “We are interested in having a mix of foods so it’s easier to 
make nutritional choices,” said Warner.
    The cafeteria will soon be seeing Nutri-Grain bars, more 
fresh fruit as it comes in season, darker greens in the salads, 
and if the cafeteria is able to get blenders there will be shakes 
made with protein powder, fresh fruit, and yogurt.
   Eating healthy is becoming increasingly easier with all the 
new foods. 
   “I wa nt to o! er more healthy choices, but kids also need 
some fat to balance their diets,” saidWarner.  
   The director of food services for Worthington City Schools is 
currently making a nutrition chart which will guide students 
even more with nutrition.  Until the guide is "  nished, the 
cafeteria ladies are always willing to assist students in any way 
when deciding what to eat.  
   “I f students ever have any questions regarding the foods 

Cafeteria Manager improves lunches
[                                      ]Talia Scurlock

Staff Writer

Ann Warner has been working as the WKHS Cafeteria Manager since 
the beginning of this school year.

we sell or want to know any sort of nutritional 
information, we will certainly help in ev ery way we 
can,” said Warner.

I t’s the end of fourth period lunch. 
Everyone at the table gets up to 

leave; there’s an empty bo$ le of 
water, some Gatorade, and some 
random piles of food on the table. A 
teacher asks everyone to pick up a) er 
themselves, and they all reply ‘It’s not 
mine.’ “It happens almost everyday 
during lunch periods,” says English 
teacher Lisa Mullen.
   Day a) er day the custodians work 
hard at keeping Kilbourne one of 
the cleanest schools in central Ohio. 
Students need to start making it 
easier on the custodians by keeping 
the tables clean.
   Lunch has always been one of the 
all time favorite classes for students 
at Kilbourne. Students should keep 

it that w ay 
by making 
the cafeteria 
clean for 
the students 
in the next 
period. 
   “The 
tables are 
a b s o l u t e l y 
d i s g u s t i n g  
at the end of 
each period,” 
says  Mullen. 
“Leave the tables like they were when 
you sat down at them, that means 
no half eaten pizza crust, or cookie 
crumbs laying on top of the tables.”
   The custodians appreciate it when 

the cafeterias are in 
decent shape a) er 
lunch. 
   “They started 
throwing things  away 
in kindergarten, now 
were in high school, 
and they forget. We 
shouldn’t have to 
throw things aw ay.” 
said custodian Junior 
Jones. 
   Students need to 
make an e! ort to 

throw things aw ay, and take pride in 
their cafeteria. 
   So the next time your water bo$ les 
empty, think about dropping it o!   in 
the trash can.

Lunch trash bothersome to students and staff
[                                      ]Jonathon Roullard

Staff Writer

Trash left behind is just plain gross and lazy.
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L ast Monday 700 students 
watched Invisible Children, a  
documentary about children  

a! ected by violence in Northern  
Uganda.  Becca Ewing, a senior, 
brought the documentary and the  
movement to Kilbourne and will now  
start a club, Invisible Children United  
*ICU+.  The " rst ICU meeting will be  
before and/or a) er school Thursday, 
February 22 in the academic prep 
room.  
   “I CU exists to raise as much money 
as possible this semester to aid Sacred 
Heart Secondary School,” said Ewing.  
A p rogram called Schools for Schools 
links Kilbourne and 19 other schools 
to Sacred Heart Secondary School.   
Schools for Schools’ encourages 
students to “creatively try to raise as  
much money as possible to promote 
education in Northern Uganda.   
To meet the needs of your partner 
school it will require approximately  
'200,000.”  All of the other schools  
raising money for Sacred Heart are 
schools in California, including the  
University of Southern California.   
Kilbourne not only partners with  

these schools, but also competes 
against them to raise the most money 
creatively to win an all expense paid 
trip to Northern Ugand a and visit  
Sacred Heart Secondary School.
   Kilbourne’s partners have raised 
'7,293.81.  To help raise the remaining 
'192,706.19, ICU will fundraise  
through community sponso rs, 
screenings of the documentary, 
auctions, bake sales, and more.  The 
proceeds from the annual student 
council dodge ball tour nament will  
also go to Sacred Heart Secondary 
School.
   Sacred Heart Secondary School, an 
all female boarding school, does not 
have enough " nancial support from  
the government, which owns and  
runs the school, to meet Sacred Heart’s 
needs.  The money Kilbourne and the 
others schools raise goes to provide 
access to clean water, teachers, books, 
classrooms, a health clinic, housing 
and furniture, and n ew technology.
   In addition, “WKHS has the rare and  
incredible opportunity to write le$  ers 
to the girls at SHSS [Sacred Heart 
Secondary School] and start new 

friendships,” says Ewing.  “We have 
already spoken with the headmaster 
and she responded with this: ‘We 
are so eager and ready to participate 
in le$ er wr iting with y our students.  
They have ever shown eagerness to 
communicate and share views with  
friends like y ou…Thank you for the 
fundraising mov e for this school.  We 
feel highly motiv ated to perform even 
be$ er through y our kind sup port,’”  
said Ewing.
   Students can also get involved in 
the e! ort to improv e life in Nor thern 
Uganda through tw o other campaigns, 
TRI and Displace Me.  Partici pants in 
TRI sign up on the Invisible C hildren  
website, www .invisiblechildren .com, 
and pledge three dollars a week to the 
overall Invisible Children mov ement.  
On April 28th, thousands of people will  
commute to cities across the country 
and sleep displaced from their  
homes, like the people in Northern  
Uganda have been doing for 10 
years.  Participants will urge the U.S. 
government to support peace talks in 
Northern Uganda and to provide aid  
to people in displacement camps.

WKHS helps Northern Ugandan school
[                                      ]Caitlin Green

Staff Writer

Left and Right: Many children and teens are unable to continue a proper education because of the con¯ ict.
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On February 8th, Dr. Marc 
Ancrenaz along with his co-
researchers Sahdin Lias of 

Red Ape Encounters and Ahbam 
Abulani of KOCP  Education Team 
gave a wakeup call presentation on 
the endangered Red Apes of Borneo 
at the Ohio State Fawce$  Center.
     Ancrenaz, the founder of Kinabatangan 
Orangutan Conservation Project and 
author of v arious articles in Biological 
Conservation, Animal Conservation, 
and Journal of Zoo and Wildlife, started 
o!  by presenting a picture of an 
orangutan named Jenny.
   “Jenny is from Saba, one of 13 
states of Federation of Malaysia,” 
said Ancrenaz.  “M y team and I 
have been following her for the past 
nine years and have learned greatly 
about her kind.  We found out that 
the babies must learn everything in 
their childhood to surviv e in the wild 
and when they reach their adulthood, 
poof, they just disappear.”
   During the presentation, Ancrenaz 
discussed the uniqueness of 
orangutans, and how much they 

di! ered from the rest of the primate 
families.
   “Unlike chimpanzees or monkeys, 
orangutans are like humans.  They 
develop a social life and pass down 
a culture from one generation to the 
next, which is very rarely among the 
primate world,” said Ancrenaz.
   Although these shy and elusiv e 
creatures share 97< of their DNA  
with humans, it is almost impossible 
to " nd a solution for humans and the 
orangutans to coexist.
   “Today, there are only two places 
in the world where orangutans 
can be found.  The " rst place is in 
Sumatra [of Indonesia], where there 
are about 7,000 individuals le)  and 
are considered critically endangered.  
The second place is in Borneo, where 
there are about 50,000 orangutans 
and are considered endangered,” 
said Ancrenaz.  “Compared to the 
population of 180,000 back in 1900, 
this is a critical situation.”
   Ancrenaz explained that the major 
reason for the orangutans’ population 
downfall is habitat loss.  The Bornean 

village people burn down the forests 
for timbers and lands for agriculture, 
which now ov er 60< of orangutans’ 
habitat has been removed.  In 
addition, hunters kill orangutans for 
meat, sports, medicine and their fur.  
Furthermore, diseases such as E. bola 
have been a major contributor to the 
decrease in their population.
   Ancrenaz emphasized the 
importantance of humans protecting 
and conserving endangered species 
like orangutans, since they are 
responsible for their current status.
   “I fo unded the Kinabatangan 
Orangutan Conservation Project in 
an e! ort to save these li$ le creatures, 
who are so much alike us.  With the 
support of the villagers, we are doing 
everything we can to protect the 
habitats through law enforcements, 
reconnect the forests and do more 
extent researches,” said Ancrenaz.  
“In addition to the project, groups 
like Homestay Program, Red Ape 
Encounter and Warisan Budaya, 
all have one goal in mind: that is to 
mitigate man and orangutans.”

Researchers working to save the 
endangered Red Apes of Borneo
[                                      ]Albert Shin

Staff Writer

Ancrenaz presents his slideshow at the Ohio State Fawcett Center.  Orangutans are  an endangered species. 
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Movie Releases
February 23, 2007

The Abandoned- Anastasia 
Hille, Karel Roden, Valentin 

Goshev
The Number 23-  Jim Carrey, 

Virginia Madsen 
Reno 911!: Miami- 

Thomas Lennon, Ben Garant, 
Kerri Kenney

The Astronaut Farmer- Billy 
Bob Thornton, Virginia Madsen, 

Bruce Dern 

On the SilverScreen

Why Marvel owes 
Americans $51.5 

million

Ghost Rider

The superhero movie 
market may be 
li$ ered with gems 

like Spiderman and Batman 
Begins, but Marvel may 
be running out of ideas as 
their new est creation Ghost 
Rider doesn’t live up to 
the standards of their past 
productions.
   Nicholas Cage stars in 
the movie which tells of 
the adventure of a & ame-
wielding cyclist superhero.  
But from beginning to end, 
Ghost Rider never really 
heats up.  
   The biggest obstacle 
Ghost Rider presents is 
a lack of action both in 
the plot and actual action 
sequences. During the " rst 
forty minutes *the movie is 
an hour and " ) y minutes 
long+ before any actual 
" g ht scene, no signi" cant 

event actually takes place. 
The plot is set up hastily 
with some & ashback 
scenes, but they fall to 
make the audience want to 
see more. 
   The emotional aspect of 
the story centers around the 
death of Cage’s father but 
no emotional a$ achment 
to the characters. Unlike 
the death of Peter Parker ’s 
uncle in the much be$ er-
made Spiderman, nobody 
really cares about Cage’s 
father’s death. 
   Cage’s wood en 
performance also holds the 
movie back. His monotone 
voice and one note acting 
style just don’t translate to a 
superhero movie. He locks 
the ferocity and charisma 
people admire and look up 
to in Spiderman or Batman. 
Cage’s age shows through 

and he comes of as a forty 
year old trying to be cool. 
   Despite some neat water 
and " re e! ects, the overall 
look of the movie ends up 
being incredibly tacky and 
cheap. 
   At times Cage looks like 
he is wearing a Hallow een 
costume he stole o!  an old 
biker. 
   The se$ ings also may 
have borrowed from 
Thunder Mountain 
Railroad in Disney World, 
as the Western town in the 
movie’s " n ale looks more 
like high school theatre than 
a Hollywood production. 
   Also, a movie called 
Ghost Rider should be 
somewhat frightening in 
its presentation, but other 
than a graveyard nothing 
screams a “ghost.” Some 
shadow e! ects or at least 

genuinely terrifying 
villain would hav e been 
nice, as the main baddie 
looks like a cross between 
Jack Skellington and Jack 
Nicholson in Batman. 
   The ending sets up a 
potential sequel. 
   Now that’s scary.

Nicholas Cage just isn't cool enough to pull o!  hit hot new look.  Photo from imdb.com.
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N ext fall, senior Emily 
Moersdorf might be heading 
to Robert Morris Univ ersity 

in Moon Township, P ennsylvania to 
study Early Childhood Education or 
Elementary Education.  She has also 
been o! ered a goalie position on the 
D1 girl’s hockey team there.
   “I on ly got o!  ered the third string 
goalie position and I probably w on’t 
be playing for the " rst tw o years, but 
it’s still an amazing opportunity ,” 
said Moersdorf.  Soon, Moersdorf 
will be going to visit Robert Morris 
with her coach and then we will reach 
a decision from there.
   Moersdorf’s love of hockey can be 
traced back through most of her life.  
“I started playing hockey when I w as 
seven or eight,” she said. “I started 
o!  as goalie for two y ears, skated 
out, and playing goalie for another 
four y ears.”  She then started playing 
goalie for the Columbus Lady Sting.
   “W hen the opportunity to "  nally 
play on a girl’s team arose I thought 
it w as the best because I had always 
been playing with boys and making it 
to college hockey for a girl was hard 
to do when you were playing with 
boys because boys and girls hockey 
are di! erent,” said Moersdorf.  
   She currently plays for the Columbus 
Lady Sting U19.  There s also a U16 

team and a squirt level team.  
   “I have watched girl’s hockey grow in 
Columbus in the past 3 to 4 years and 
now that things are " nally happening  
with the team and we are becoming 
more well know around the town and  
around girl’s hockey in the Midw est.  
There is so much for girl’s growing up  
now in Columbus  
in the way of 
hockey than there 
was when I " rst 
started.  I’m really  
just glad that I have 
had the chance to 
be apart of the " rst 
ever girls team in  
Columbus and 
have helped the 
program grow ov er 
the past few years,” 
said Moersdorf.
   Her contribution 
to the team and 
her booming 
personality will 
be greatly missed 
by her Lady Sting 
teammates.  
   “Emily is an amazing goalie. She 
gave up playing out for the Sting. If it  
wasn’t for her we w ouldn’t be where 
we are today. She is the heart and soul 
behind our team and I’m going to  

miss her so much next year. I think I’ m 
going to cry when she leaves,” said 
Alyssa Smith.  The Columbus Lady 
Sting is 16-0 in league games and 17-6 
overall.
   So far this season, the Robert Morris 
Colonials Women’s ice hockey has a 
record of 11-19-2 overall and 1-9-0 in 

the CHA.
   The Colonials 
play in the NCAA           
Division I CHA  
*College Hockey 
America+ conference. 
They joined the 
conference for the 
2005-2006 season.
   Robert Morris 
University , founded 
in 1921, is one of the 
leading univ ersities 
in the Pi$ sburgh 
region.
   For more 
information about the 
Columbus Lady Sting 
go to www .ccyha.org, 
midwestgirls hockey.

com, or h$ p://www.rmu.edu/
OnTheMove/findoutmore.about_
rmu?ipage=65702 for information on 
the Robert Morris Lady Colonials.

Moersdorf will continue her hockey career 
in college.

Emily Moersdorf may be spending 
her college years

ON THIN ICE
[                                      ]Erica LeGault

Staff Writer

more photos on next page

Moersdorf readies herself for the approaching team.
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Moersdorf blocks a puck in midair.

Moersdorf has to dive to stop an incoming shot.
Moersdorf waits attentively while her team plays 
o! ense.



N ashville Star, Grease 
“You’ re the One that I 
Want” and many more 

performing reality shows blanket 
television every night. W ith all of 
the options now, why do so many 
people still prefer American Idol?
   Nashville Star and Grease are on 
Thursdays and Sundays, avoiding 
the competition of American Idol on 
Tuesdays and Wednesday. The debut 
of Fox’s singing competition blew all 
of this season’s viewing competition 
out of the water. Wit h a record 
number 33.6 million viewers for the 
debut night, this reality series has 
only increased popularity since 2002. 
   Perhaps it’s the talent of the show but 
senior Taylor Brown says, “American 
Idol is more popular because it’s 
more entertaining when they show 
all of the people that can’t sing. No 
one on Nashville Star ever messes 
up.” Ev eryone talks about the seven-
plus w eeks of the tone-deaf singers 
and outrageous performers, the 
good, the bad, and the ugly during 

the auditions.
   “M y favorite 
American Idol 
of all time is 
Wil liam Hung,” 
says sophomore 
Lindsay Schwartz. 
Hung, not even 
an Idol " nalist, 
won  his way into 
the audience’s 
heart with his 
lack of talent. 
   “I t was the " rst 
show of its kind 
so people just 
love it,” says senior Katelyn Sweeney. 
A) er Idol’s premiere episode in 
2002, other reality shows have tried 
to mimic certain aspects of the show 
like the cynical yet comical judges, 
guest judges, famous performers 
and its backstage interviews. 
   Some Idol favorites of students at 
Kilbourne include Chris Daughtry , 
Kelly Clarkson, Clay Aiken and many 
more. The " nalists on American Idol 

become real stars a) er being on the 
show, unlike the contestants on other 
series. Chris Daughtry has made a 
home in the number one position on 
VH1’s top 20 countdown for three 
weeks in a row and Carrie Underw ood 
has won multiple Grammy’s for her 
talent a) er American Idol. Whatever 
the reason for its popularity , 
American Idol remains on the fav orite 
performing TV series of its kind.

Idol still dominates the competition
[                                      ]Alyssa Corrova

Staff Writer
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The popular Idol judges attract many of the large fanbase because of their 
arguements and reactions to poor singers.  Photo from msnbc.com.

In the past four years, 
online social sites 

Myspace and Facebook 
have developed a loyal 
following in students at  
Kilbourne and throughout  
the world.
   Myspace was founded in 
July 2003 by Tom Anderson  
as an interactive network 
of friends and personal 
pro" les and has risen to the 
third most popular w ebsite 
in the U.S.
   Users can customize their 
pro" les and music. Myspace 
also features a “top friends”  
area and internal e-mail 
system.
While Myspace was 
introduced to the general  

public, Mark Zuckerberg  
released a similar website 
for netw orking betw een 
students at Ivy League 
colleges.
   Named a) er the 
traditional paper books  
given to incoming college 
students, Facebook opened 
in 2003 solely to Harvard 
University , but expanded 
to over 25,000 high schools 
and 2,000 colleges around 
the world in December, 
2005. With advertising 
alone, Facebook generates 
'1 million in rev enue per 
week.
   Unlike Myspace, Facebook 
features the ability to upload  
an unlimited number of  

pictures and create photo 
albums.   According to  
recent studies, Myspace and 
Facebook a$ ract 230,000 and 
20,000 new registrations, 
respectively, daily. Of those 
signed up, 60< log in  
daily, 85< w eekly, and 93<  
monthly. Both companies 
report that most users 
spend an average of 18 to 
22 minutes on their sites at 
any one time.
   Myspace and Facebook 
are becoming extremely 
popular with WKHS  
students. “I hav e a Myspace 
to keep up with friends tha t 
have moved away,” said 
junior Dustin Ubbing.
   “I  have both but I like  

Facebook be$ er because 
I can " nd more friends 
from school,” said junior  
Naikwan Cheung .
   Students also use the sites 
to keep in contact to out-of-
town friends and f amily.  “I  
like Myspace because it’s 
a really good way to stay 
connected to my cousins in 
college,” said junior  Caitlin 
Moore.
   Those without a Myspace 
or Facebook account also 
have their reasons as to 
why they do not join in the  
prevailing sites. “I don’ t 
have either because I’m too 
busy working and don’ t 
have time to check them,” 
said junior Tyler B erger.

Facebook and MySpace continue to grow
[                                      ]Megan Dunphy

Staff Writer
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A ) e r more than ten years of 
overwhelming success, the 
Harry Po! er book series is 

" n ally coming to an end.  Scholastic 
Corp., author J.K. Rowling’s New 
York-based publisher, o#  cially 
announced February 1 that the 
seventh and " nal book in the best 
selling series has been scheduled for 
release at 12:01 a.m. on July 21, 2007.  
   “We are thrilled to announce the 
publication date of the seventh 
installment in this remarkable series,” 
Lisa Holton, president of Scholastic 
Children’s Books said. “We join J.K. 
Rowling’s millions of readers-y oung 
and old, veterans and newcomers-in 
anticipating what lies ahead.”
      Scholastic will publish a hardcov er 
edition of Harry Po! er and the Deathly 
Hallows under the Arthur A. Levine 
imprint with interior and cover art by 
Mary GrandPre, who also illustrated 
the previous six books.  The book will 
be sold at a price of '34.99, slightly 

more than the previous books, 
however it can be preordered online 
at a discounted price of '18.89 at 
Amazon.com.  
   Just eight hours a) er Rowling 
announced the title of the " nal book 
on her web site on Dec. 21, it had 
already reached the top of Amazon.
com Inc.’s U.K. best-seller list.  
“Customer demand on the back of J.K. 
Rowling’s announcement of the title 
back in December was incredible,” 
Amazon’s head of books Christopher 
North said. “At one point, the orders 
we received for the book w ere more 
than " ve times higher than those for 
the rest of the top 10 selling books 
combined.  
   Now that the publication date has 

been announced, we expect another 
massive surge of pre-orders from the 
UK public.”
   Rowling has hinted that tw o main 
characters from the series will die 
in the " nal installment, and fans are 
desperate to discover which of the 
characters are not going to make it.  
   “We are dealing with pure evil here.  
They don’t target the extras, do they?  
They go for the main characters—well 
I do,” says Rowling.
   Many fans have already started 
coming up with theories on what 
they think will happen in the "  nal 
Harry Po! er book, but they will hav e 
to wait until July 21 to "  nd out what’s 
in store for the " nal installment of the 
franchise.

?

Final Harry Potter book announced
[                                      ]Nijiko Seino

Staff Writer
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I n light of the recent happenings 
with NASA  astronaut Lisa Nowak, 
the United Nations Of® ce for Outer 

Space Affairs (OOSA) sent members 
of the U.N. Coalition Force into The 
Kennedy Space Center to take away 
NASA's ̄  ying license ± a move which 
will undoubtedly cause astr onomical 
tremors in the Space Administration.  
ªWe were kind of disappointed,º said 
Mike Grif® n, NA SA Administrator, 
ªNASA  is known for being ¯  awless!  
Except for those Challenger and 
Columbia incidents¼ and that whole 
Apollo XIII thing¼ but r eally, NASA 

should not be placed under such 
harsh regulations!º  Grif® n has begun 
regular meetings with U.N. Secretary 
General Ko®  Annan in an attempt to 
negotiate the revocation, though few 
advances are being made.  ªNowak 
has done wrong,º said Annan in 
a Saturday press conference, ªHer 
actions have put a shadow of shame 
over NASA.º  OOSA  regulations 
declare that in order for a space 
agency to regain their  ̄ying license, 
the agency members must attend 16 
months of ¯ ying classes followed 
by two months of in-air training.  

NASA of® cials fear the absence of 
space  ̄ight for one and a half years.  
ªWe'r e scared the U.S. will lose our 
advances on space exploration,º 
said Grif® n, ªW hat if France catches 
up?!!º  The Disney World Park & 
Resort in Orlando, FL has offered 
complimentary job interviews to 
any NASA astronauts who are 
unemployed as a result of the 
declaration.  The NASA ban is also 
expected to fuel the rise of amateur 
astronauts, though OOSA does not 
advise launching space craft from 
rur al residences. 

U.N. revokes NASA’s ! y ing license 
because of their “bad behavior”
[                                      ]Chris Rayis

Staff Writer

Chris Rayis’ slogan matching game...
1. Invent.       A.   Pork
2. His Master's Voice.     B.   Dodge
3. Impossible is Nothing.    C.   Carnival Lines
4. It takes a licking and keeps on ticking.  D.   American Express
5. The other white meat.    E.   United Negro College Fund
6. When it rains, it pours.    F.   Coca-Cola
7. Good to the last drop.    G.   KFC
8. Enjoy.       H.   Hewlett-Packard
9. The Joy of Cola.     I.   RCA Records
10. They're Magically Delicious.    J.   U.S. Air Force 
11. Finger lickin' good"     K.   Maxwell House Co! ee
12. Don't leave home without it.    L.   Timex
13. Getting there is half the fun.    M.   Adidas
14. Grab life by the horns.    N.   Morton Salt
15. Aim High.      O.   Pepsi
16. A mind is a terrible thing to waste.   P.   Lucky Charms

1H
; 2I; 3M

; 4L; 5A
; 6N

; 7K
; 8F

; 9O
; 10P

; 11G
; 

12D
; 13C

; 14B
; 15J; 16E
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A NASAshuttle  ̄ies erratically.  Photo from NASA.gov.
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833 Bethel Road
Columbus Ohio 43214

614-457-9328

The Ravine is a publication of Worthington Kilbourne 
High School, 1499 Hard Road, Columbus, Ohio.  The 
Ravine is  a student-run newspaper produced by the 
journalism classes of Worthington Kilbourne.  This 
publication provides information, entertainment and 
commentary from Worthington Kilbourne on mat-
ters of school, local, state, national and international 
ma$ ers of interest. It is a public forum.
   Readers may respond to the Ravine through le$ ers 
to the editor.  An a$ empt to print all le$ ers will be 
made.   Le$ ers may not exceed 250 words and must 
be signed; the sta!  reserves the right to edit le$ ers 
for length, grammar, invasion of priv acy, obscenity 
or potential libel.
  Articles do not necessarily re& ect the views of 
Worthington Kilbourne Faculty , Administrators, the 
School Board, or the Worthington community.
  Any errors printed in this publication will be cor -
rected upon the request of parties involved and will 
appear on the editorial page.
   The advisor of this magazine advises the students 
who produce this publication.  It is the editors who 
determine and are responsible for the content of the 
publication.
All comments and concerns can be sent to:
The Ravine Room 138
Worthington Kilbourne High School
1499 Hard Road Columbus, Ohio 43235

The Ravine Editorial Policy

thumbs up to...

thumbs down to...

-Another week that is less than ! ve days
-Using all ! ve snow days and not having to make any up
-Good concerts in C-Bus (John Mayer, Justin Timberlake, 
G.Love and the Special Sauce)
-Swimmers making it to States

-The parking lot still not being cleared 
-The building being overheated and the 

auditorium `s temperature during Senior Meeting
-Not having a King and Queen of Hearts at the dance
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Annie Cercone celebrates her admission into E.W. Scripps School of Journalism


