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    Worthingway Newsletter: 9-3-18 

Words Matter: 

 

With a purple marker in hand and a bright smile on her face, Mrs. Newcomb met every student at 

the door of her 8th period Spanish class with the question, “Que color es?”  It has been 30 years 

since my last Spanish class, but I was able to determine that Mrs. Newcomb was asking for the 

color of the marker.  There was a line of students down the hallway, waiting their turn to be 

asked the question.  Every student had a smile, every student tried to answer (with remarkable 

success).   

 

What struck me wasn’t the question or the answer, though it was evident that our students are 

learning, it was the personal greeting that every student received as he or she entered the 

classroom.  Each student got a smile, at eye level, and a high five or fist bump, right or wrong.  I 

love that Mrs. Newcomb personally greeted every student and it was clear that her students do 

too.  They clearly feel welcome and acknowledged.  What a great way to start a class.  We’ve 

made it a goal this year to greet our students at the door as they enter our classrooms.   

 

Great job Mrs. Newcomb!  One strong example that hopefully your students are seeing in many 

classes.  By the way, the answer was morado.  One of our remarkable 7th graders helped me out.   

 

 

8/31, Fri:    Cardboard Boat Races-Gateway to Technology Worthington Pool 10:15 a.m. 

9/3,   Mon: Labor Day – No School 

9/4,   Tue:  Map Reading Testing  

                   PTA Mtg. 7 p.m. WW Library 

9/5,   Tue:  Map Reading Testing  

                    PTA Spirit Night at Cane’s 4 – 9 p.m. Polaris location 

9/14, Fri:    Superintendent Community Coffee – 8 a.m. Worthington Panera  

9/21, Fri:    Books and Bagels 8 a.m. WW Library 

____  _________________________________________________________________________    

 

PTA News: 

9/11, 4-9pm: Spirit Night at Cane's Polaris location (2085 Polaris Pkwy) 

Save the Date: Oct 2 PTA meeting in the library at 7PM with special guests from the levy 

committee  

 

Have a Kroger card? 

Worthingway PTA benefits from Kroger Rewards. It costs you nothing and we receive a portion 

of the pool of money Kroger sets aside for non-profits. To update your card, click here. You can 

search for Worthingway PTA or use the code (RF924). Please share this information with others 

such as grandparents, friends, and/or aunts/uncles who can support the school at no cost.  

Box Tops for Education: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2Sy8WgxEaSXY2x0QlhYRERGTVNpRTREOGFvTEsyYXlta0lj/view?usp=sharing
https://maps.google.com/?q=2085+Polaris+Pkwy&entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow/


 

Get back to school with Box Tops for Education!  Box Tops for Education plays an important 

part in helping our students succeed.  You can help students find success with every clip this year 

with Box Tops Bonus App and the Buy 5, Earn 50 promotion at Walmart. 

Thanks to General Mills and Walmart, when you buy five Box Tops for Education products 

between 7/10/18 and 9/10/18 and scan your receipt with Box Tops Bonus App, you 

automatically earn 50 Box Tops – that’s $5 for our school! 

 

With your help, we can make a difference for our school. 

 

STUDENT ABSENCE REPORTING: 

If your student will be absent from school, please call 614-450-4300 to report the student name, 

grade and reason for the absence. This allows us to document the absence in our attendance 

system. If we do not hear from you, we do our best to make parent/guardian contact via phone 

and/or email by 10:15am to account for the student and document the absence. If your student 

has a medical appointment during the school day, we need a doctor's note/excuse in order to 

mark the absence time excused in the attendance system. If your student will be absent for an 

extended period of time, please have the student visit the office and ask for an Extended Absence 

Form. We appreciate being informed of student absences. Thank you for your support with this 

process. 

 

For more information regarding attendance regulations and absences, please refer to pages 9-11 

in the Worthington City Schools Middle School Handbook, which can be found on the 

Worthingway Website / Our School / School Handbook. 

 

Dr. Bower’s Community Coffees: 

 

September 14 - Worthington Panera 

October 12 -     Polaris Panera 

November 16 - Urban Coffee 

 

All are 8 – 9:30 a.m. 

 

Dates have not been set for January through May.  Once they are scheduled they will be posted 

on the district website. 

 

Books and Bagels: 
Our first Books and Bagels get-together will take place on September 21st at 8:00am in the 

library. The book selection for this month is Maybe a Fox by Kathi Appelt and Alison McGhee. 

Any interested students should read the story and join us for a lively discussion and delicious 

treats! 

 

What’s new in the classroom! 

 

Global Languages:  

Mrs. Laird 
French students in level 1A can now count up to 30.  Ask them to teach you!  Next week they 

will be preparing skits to use all of the language they've so far. 

 



 

French students in level 1B learned how to say the days of the month dancing the Makarena.  

You may enjoy doing it with them!   

 

Mrs. Newcomb 
Spanish 1a students are working on colors, numbers 0-30, and alphabet.  They should be 

studying and practicing spelling of colors and numbers every night for about 15 minutes until 

they can show mastery.   

 

Spanish 1b students are using all of the skills they learned in 1a to create personal crests that tell 

about themselves in Spanish.  Once the shields are completed they will be displayed in the 

classroom for the year.  :-)  Then we will launch into Unit 5! 

 

Ms. Fellows 
1a students have been introduced to basic greetings and polite phrases, as well as asking and 

responding to what's your name.  Students will continue to practice the vowel sounds as they can 

easily be confused with the English vowels.  Ask your student all about it! 

 

1b students are reviewing how to describe people and will begin to apply that knowledge to 

describe their families.   

 

ESL 

Mrs. Hardy 

Experience the World...right here at Worthingway! 

Did you know that Worthingway Middle School is home to students from all over the world? We 

have students from Asia, the Middle East, Africa, and Latin America, as well as students from 

the United States who speak a wide variety of languages and practice diverse cultural traditions.  

 

Each month, Mrs. Hardy will highlight one country represented at our school. Here is the first 

country! 

 

Country: Jordan 

 

Location: Middle East; bordered by Israel, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, and Syria 

 

Culture, Language, Climate, & More: Jordan has a population similar to that of the state of Ohio, 

at around 9.5 million people. Most people in Jordan speak Arabic, and most Jordanians practice 

the Islamic religion. The climate in Jordan is mostly arid desert. There is a rainy season in the 

Western part of the country. Art, music, and handmade goods are important parts of Jordanian 

culture. Jordanian cuisine is delicious to people from all around the world! In Jordan, people eat 

dishes that include rice, flat breads, olives, lamb or chicken, yogurt, and dried fruits. Jordan’s 

national dish is a specialty called “Mansaf”, made of seasoned lamb cooked in dried yogurt and 

served over rice. 

 

Language Arts: 

Mrs. Baker, Ms. Hill, Ms. Wilson 

In 8th grade ELA, we will work on inference and anticipatory activities to prepare for our unit on 

Flowers for Algernon. Guidance will be held during ELA as well.  
 
 

 



 

Ms. Beasley   
We have started The Outsiders! Enriched students are also reading an independent book with the 

same theme to prepare themselves for their literary analysis at the end of the unit between the 

two books.  

 

Mrs., Perkins 

Grade 7 ELA: This week the students will do their first writing diagnostic on 

Tuesday and Wednesday. We will also begin reading The Outsiders, start group discussions, and 

look at deep study of character. They will also be introduced to essential questions and theme.  

 

Science: 

Mr. Canterbury 

8th grade science - Students will be turning their phones into seismometers as we create and 

explore seismic waves and how they reveal the details we know today about the Earth's interior 

layers. 

 

 

Mrs. Spencer 

The 8th grade advanced science is beginning their study of the layers of the Earth.  In addition 

we are choosing science fair topics and establishing a time line for the completion of the projects 

by January 7th. 

 

Social Studies: 

Ms. Speicher 

7th Graders are creating graphic novels featuring the details of Ancient Greece and 8th graders 

are studying the differences between European missions of exploration in the Americas. 

 

Robotic and Gateway to Technology (Design and Modeling): 

Mr. Baird  

1st period 7th grade robotics students are building and programming their Lego NXT robots. 

 

7th period 7th grade robotics students are continuing their About Me and Game projects through 

basic programming in Scratch. 

 

7th grade Gateway to Technology (Design and Modeling) students are continuing to work on 

their Gutter Boats. 

 

8th grade Gateway to Technology (Design and Modeling) students are racing their cardboard 

boats this Friday, August 31st at The Worthington Pool at 10:15am, parents/guardians are invited 

to attend and watch at the pool. 

 

8th grade Robotics are finishing up their "What Robots can do" project, presenting them and are 

beginning basic programming in Scratch and Kodu. 

 

Art: 

Ms. Zambito 

All art classes are working on graffiti style art project. We have looked at different street artists 

like Banksy, and Ruben Rojas. We had some great class discussions about whether graffiti is art 

or vandalism, they even wrote persuasive paragraphs in their sketchbooks with their own 



 

opinion! Next they selected a positive word to write in graffiti style. The kids are still hard at 

work on their projects, and I am excited to show off the end results. As always be on the lookout 

for new art updates on our blog at https://worthingwayms.blogspot.com/ :) 

 

Health 
7th grade-  Students have been learning about making healthy choices to enhance their health. 

They have been introduced to risk factors, life style diseases, and other factors that can affect 

ones health.  

 

8th grade- Students have been learning about multiple first aid & safety concepts & techniques. 

They also are creating first aid manuals with the information covered in class.  

 

Music: 

Mr. Reed 

7th Grade Choir students have been playing lots of fun music and rhythm games and they have 

started learning to read music as well. 

 

8th Grade Choir students have started learning a second piece for their fall concert and have 

decided to pursue several unique and exciting performance opportunities later in the year! 

 

7th Grade General Music students are finishing their Artist Influence Tree projects and are 

developing a fun and supportive class culture.  

 

8th Grade General Music students are seriously grooving in their percussion ensemble and are 

learning to solo.  

 

Guidance Office: 

Ms. Fei 

This week and next week Mrs. Fei and Mrs. Carberry are in classrooms introducing themselves 

and teaching students a little bit about depression.  

 

School Office: 

Mrs. Swearengen 

Ms. Trueman 

If you did not get your picture taken yet this year, there will be another opportunity on October 

4th. 

 

A reminder to go to MyPaymentsPlus to pay class 

fees. https://www2.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome 

 

Lunchroom News: 

Mrs. Johnson 

Monday..9/3/18..Labor Day...No School 

Tuesday..9/4/18..Spaghetti and Meatballs, Pepperoni Pizza, peas, sliced cucumbers, 

seasonal fruits, milk 

Wednesday..9/5/18..Breakfast for Lunch or Cheese pizza, Hash brown potatoes, celery 

sticks, seasonal fruits, milk 

Thursday..9/6/18..Hamburger, Cheeseburger, Pepperoni pizza, black beans, romaine 

salad, seasonal fruits, milk 

https://worthingwayms.blogspot.com/
https://www2/


 

Friday..9/7/18..Bosco sticks with marinara sauce, sweet potato fries, tomatoes, seasonal 

fruits, milk 

DAILY..additional lunch choices..grilled chicken salad, hummus and vegetables, turkey 

lunchable and triple decker peanut butter and jelly sandwich. 

 

Substitutions are sometimes required with all lunch choices. 

 

***WE OFFER LACTOSE FREE WHITE MILK*** 

 

Weekly breakfast menu.. 

Tuesday..Apple or Cherry Frudel, juice, milk 

Wednesday..French Toast, juice, milk 

Thursday..Ultimate Breakfast Bar, juice, milk 

Friday..Super Donut, juice, milk 

**a variety of cereals are also an option, as well as gluten-free cereals** 

 

Please call 614-450-4350 with any questions. 


