
 
 
Worthington Schools Responsible Reopening 
Frequently Asked Questions & Answers 
 
 
When will school start in 2020?  
We are currently planning to open schools to student on Monday, August 31st, but will 
continue to evaluate our school calendar as new information becomes available. Staff 
will report as scheduled on Monday, August 17th.  
 
 
How will my child’s IEP and/or 504 services and accommodations be met? 
Your child's Intervention Specialist/Counselor will communicate with you in reference to 
adjustments to schedules, services or delivery model that may be necessary to 
individually meet the needs of your child. 
 
 
Will instruction be in school buildings or online?  
We will offer face-to-face, in-school instruction every day based upon the level 
designated for Franklin County under The Ohio Public Health Advisory System.   
 
- Level 1 and Level 2 we will give strong consideration that all students will be in school.   
 
- Level 3 will mean we give strong consideration to a hybrid model of 50% in school on a 
designated day to allow for greater social distancing.   
 
- Level 4 may necessitate remote learning and a shutdown of physical school buildings.   
 
If The Ohio Public Health Advisory Level for Franklin County changes school would 
change the following Monday to provide time for families and staff to plan for the 
change. 
 
 
Will social distancing be required?  
We will practice social distancing as much as possible. Due to the size of our student 
body and our facilities it will not be possible at all times. In classrooms, student seating 
may be arranged to all face in the same direction, when possible, and will be spaced as 
far apart as possible. On buses, we will attempt to place one student per seat (siblings 



may sit together). At lunch, we will maximize available spaces for distancing and use 
alternate spaces beyond cafeterias. 
 
 
Will masks be required?  
Students and staff will need to wear masks following our face-covering protocols.  
 

• Students K-12:  Masks are required on the bus, in the hall, and in classrooms. 
When students are appropriately spaced in a classroom, the teacher may allow 
mask breaks 

• Staff:  Masks are required in the hall and in classrooms with students. When 
students are appropriately spaced, the teacher may remove the mask while 
wearing a face shield. 

• Parents/Guardians:  Families shall provide face coverings as the schools will have 
a limited supply. Medical exemptions applications must be submitted by August 
1st. 
Students should plan to have two cloth masks (and face shield as desired) as part 
of their back-to-school supplies.  

• I Don’t Want My Child Wearing a Mask.  
We know that there are strong opinions about the use of masks. The State of 
Ohio strongly recommends masks for the increased safety of both students and 
the adults in the school.  

 
This is especially important since some carriers of COVID-19 may not have any 
symptoms. Children, despite being generally less affected by COVID-19, expose school 
staff and adults at home who may be more at risk. Students who cannot or will not wear 
a mask during the required times at school will need to utilize online learning at home.  
 
 
What will be different on school buses?  
There will be one student per seat (siblings may sit together) and masks will be required 
on buses. Also, parents must reserve a spot for their child to ride the bus and students 
will be assigned seats. Students will not be able to ride a friend’s bus home.  A school bus 
reservation email will be provided to all families in early August. 
 
 
I drop my child off at school. Will anything change?  
We anticipate an increase in parents dropping students off at school. Some schools may 
need to assign staggered drop off times and/or change drop off locations to 
accommodate this increase. Your school will provide more details.   
 
 
 
 



 
What changes will students see in the cafeteria and at water fountains?  
At elementary schools, students may pick up their meals in the cafeteria, or have them 
delivered to their classrooms.  In either case, students will eat in their classrooms to 
assist with distancing and limit co-mingling with other students.  
 
All Parents should expect some changes to current food policies in order to protect 
students who have food allergies. For example, no lunch, packed or purchased, can contain 
anything made with peanuts or other tree nuts.  Since students are likely to be eating in their 
classrooms, no allergens can be present. 
 
All water fountains will be turned off, and we will be using classroom sinks and water 
bottle fillers to fill water bottles throughout the day.  
 
 
What changes will be implemented in school health clinics? 
There will be separate areas created in our health clinics—one for regular care and an 
isolated area for anyone who presents signs or symptoms of illness.   
 
Parents will no longer be allowed to bring medications into clinics. If you need to provide 
medication for your child, a nurse will meet you in a designated area to handle this.   
 
You can also expect to see changes in how we administer stocked medicines, the 
suspension of nebulizer treatments, and new criteria for staying home from 
school/returning to school, based on CDC guidelines. 
 
Please reach out to your school nurse if you have specific concerns regarding your child’s 
medical care.  
 
 
Are middle school and high school kids going to be switching classrooms? 
If we are in the Hybrid or All-In School-Based Option, our students in middle school and 
high school would follow their schedule to the different classrooms. It would not be 
logistically feasible to have students stay in one classroom and rotate the teachers given 
their diverse classes (orchestra, band, choir, math, science). 
 
 
What changes will be implemented on playgrounds and in PE classes?  
Schools will make every effort to maintain consistency while following safety 
procedures. This may mean that schools will limit student access to certain pieces of 
playground equipment and restrict activities that are “high touch” and difficult to clean 
or maintain social distancing. 



We will work toward “structured” recess activities such as nature walks that limit 
students’ physical contact with others. 
 
Students must sanitize their hands after recess. 
 
PE classes are still being evaluated and more information will be coming at a later date. 
 
 
 
How will the Online Learning Option work? 
Online learning will be available for students who commit to the online option for the full 
year.   
 
Students will be afforded the opportunity to take grade-level appropriate courses provided 
through an Ohio Online Learning Program (OOLP), which specializes in online learning. 
Depending upon the number of participating students at each grade level, students will be 
assigned to a certified Ohio educator from OOLP or our district, who will facilitate the 
instruction, classwork, assignments, and grading of assignments. 
 

The Worthington student will remain enrolled in the Worthington School District, and the 
student’s scheduled courses will be designated as “online learning”. Students will also be able to 
participate in district athletics, extra-curricular activities, and after-school functions. 
 

The cost of this option is: 
• Students in Grades K-2—$1,570   • Students in Grades 3-6—$2,000 
• Students in Grades 7-12—$2,500 (for 10 semester classes, 5 classes per semester) 
 

The fee will be paid by Worthington Schools for any student enrolling and completing the grade 
level course work. Any costs for courses not completed in full, or for a student who starts in the 
program and stops at any point short of conclusion, will be the responsibility of the 
parent/guardian. Students must commit for at least one semester. 
 

A seat will be reserved in the home school for elementary students enrolling in this option. 
Phoenix Middle School students who elect to not attend school in person will forfeit their seats. 
Students will not be allowed to return to Phoenix, since students on the Waitlist will be 
contacted to attend school in-person at Phoenix. 
 

For high school credited courses: 
• In keeping with our current practice regarding transfer credit from online providers, final 

grades for any high school credited courses will be entered in the building transcript with 
the school listed as “Online Transfer.” The grade WILL be calculated in the GPA. 

• Edgenuity has been approved by the NCAA Clearinghouse as credits reflected on a high 
school transcript. 



• Reminder: For athletic eligibility, students need to receive a passing grade in at least 5 
semester classes, or the equivalent, during the preceding grading period. 

• Students have 19 weeks to complete semester classes and 14 days to drop a class 
without possible payment. 

 

In order to accommodate family requests, as well as provide advanced notice to our schools, 
families need to complete the No School Attendance Form by August 10, 2020 to provide the 
necessary information and planning to assist each student 
 
To learn more about this program, parents/guardians and their children are invited to attend a 
LIVE Online Webinar for a Family Information Night on either: 

• Tuesday, July 28 at 7 pm. Click on this link to access the Webinar that evening: OOLP 
Family Information Night Webinar 

• Monday, August 3 at 7 pm. Click on this link to access the Webinar that evening: OOLP 
Family Information Night Webinar. 

 
Additional information can be found at: 

• OOLP Informational Flyer for Worthington Families 
• K-5 Student/Family Information 
• 6-12 Student/Family Information 

 
Will students be screened for COVID-19 symptoms?  
Parents need to be attentive to the daily health of their children and will be required to 
sign an expectation agreement indicating their commitment to ensure their child is 
symptom free and safe to attend school each day. This includes being fever-free for 72 
hours without the use of fever-reducing medication. School staff will also be receiving 
professional development on how to recognize potential COVID-19 symptoms. No one 
should be in our buildings if they are experiencing any symptoms of illness.  
 
 
What will happen if someone tests positive for COVID-19?  
If we have a confirmed case of COVID-19, we will follow direction from the Columbus 
Public Health Department and the Franklin County Public Health Department . This may 
include closing a classroom, school, or schools for a period of time and shifting quickly to 
remote learning at home for students who are impacted. Many of our new procedures 
are designed to support contact tracing should a confirmed case occur. This will assist 
the Health Department with quickly identifying and contacting individuals who may have 
been exposed.  
 
 
Will schools be open all year? Will these procedures be in place all year?  
The pandemic shifts rapidly, and we don’t know what the rest of the school year may 
bring. If cases surge, schools may be ordered to close again, requiring all students to shift 
to remote learning. If the situation improves, we may be able to abandon some elements 
of this plan and return to more normal operating conditions.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeDhpWP4kFWyS_4jxRbBsfQilWLHPojJttEI6W4E51Hxw4hKw/viewform
https://escneo.zoom.us/j/99417194355?pwd=blJsck1oRitydEVORi8rWWNrRlpvUT09#success
https://escneo.zoom.us/j/99417194355?pwd=blJsck1oRitydEVORi8rWWNrRlpvUT09#success
https://escneo.zoom.us/j/93632187305?pwd=YW5ISjR1MU9qUGdYTDQyWiswRi8vZz09
https://escneo.zoom.us/j/93632187305?pwd=YW5ISjR1MU9qUGdYTDQyWiswRi8vZz09
https://www.worthington.k12.oh.us/cms/lib/OH01001900/Centricity/Domain/45/OOLP2020-21WorthingtonInfoFlyer.pdf
https://assets.lincolnlearningsolutions.org/Buzz/Help/student/studentHelp.html
https://www.edgenuity.com/video-library/
https://www.columbus.gov/publichealth/About-Columbus-Public-Health/
https://www.columbus.gov/publichealth/About-Columbus-Public-Health/
https://myfcph.org/


 
 
What cleaning enhancements are being implemented in buildings?  
We’ve stocked up on personal protective equipment, hand washing materials and 
cleaning supplies.  
 
In addition to our regular cleaning, we’ll be disinfecting more often in common areas like 
hallways, cafeterias, bathrooms, playgrounds and buses, as well as high-touch surfaces 
like door handles and desks. We’ll also be using electrostatic disinfectants as needed in 
buildings and buses for intense after-hours cleaning.  
 
We’re already meeting the State Department of Health’s recommended environmental 
steps to reduce indoor COVID transmission through humidity, air-conditioning, air filters, 
etc. 
 
 
What social and emotional resources will be in place as students return?  
We recognize the importance of providing students and staff with extra social and 
emotional support as they return to school this year. Expect to see special welcome 
activities, extra time for building relationships and establishing new routines, and focus 
on coping strategies.  
 
Our counselors, social workers and psychologists will be ready to assist students and 
staff in need of support. Additionally, school-based mental health professionals will be 
available. We’ll be sharing additional resources throughout the year. 
 
 
What happens if our family needs technology? 
No worries!  Just ask your principal, and we’ll get you a Chromebook and internet 
“hotspot” if you need it. 
 
 
Will Back-To-School events still be happening? 
Most back-to-school events will be virtual to limit large group gatherings.  Individual 
schools will communicate how they will handle schedule pick-ups, meet the teacher 
events, etc… 
 
 
Will the After School Enrichment Programs (Elementary Buildings) be offered? 
6 Crickets is partnering with Worthington Schools to coordinate virtual enrichment 
programs this summer.  We will continue that practice for the fall session and re-
evaluate for winter/spring sessions. 
 
 
 

https://bit.ly/2zc2y9K
https://bit.ly/2zc2y9K


 
 
Will elementary students receive EPP class in hybrid model?  
Yes, they will.  For those days students are in-person, all safety protocols, including 
limiting the number of homerooms students are placed into, and the sanitization of 
surfaces between each EPP class. For those days students are not in school, they will 
have assignments and activities from their EPP teacher to be completed.   
 
 
How will that work for accelerated EPP students or students in different alphabet 
sections? Students will attend EPP on their assigned days (M-W or T-Th). There will just 
be smaller class sizes just as in the general classroom. For those accelerated, they will 
attend their accelerated EPP class on their assigned in-person days. This may mean that 
not all accelerated students will be on the same days, some may be there M-W while 
others attend on T-Th. 
 
 
How do the plans affect partially accelerated students who take a single advanced 
subject or classes at a higher level school?  
Students will still attend their accelerated course(s) at a higher level school on their 
scheduled in-person days. Students will be transported to and from using all safety 
protocols with transportation. Principals are currently coordinating schedules with their 
colleagues and Transportation. 
 
 
Does the company providing online only learning facilitate gifted needs?  
Under current Ohio legal guidelines, students participating in online education (like the 
Ohio Online Learning Program) do not get gifted services from their home school 
district. The Ohio Department of Education has informed Worthington Schools that they 
are reviewing that policy due to the unusual circumstances surrounding the pandemic & 
student safety. At this time, the ODE has not provided any new guidance focusing on 
gifted services from a students’ home district in conjunction with online learning. Once 
the ODE provides this guidance, we will update our Reopening Plan to reflect their 
decisions and any changes that will need to be made for the 2020-2021 school year. 
 
 
What can parents do now to ensure a smooth start to school?  
We encourage parents to talk with, reassure, and support their children about these 
changes, and the importance of social distancing and wearing masks.  

• Allow your child to ask questions and answer them to the best of your ability. 
Find guidance here. 

• Explain the why behind wearing a mask and have your child practice wearing their 
mask.  

https://www.unicef.org/coronavirus/supporting-your-childs-mental-health-during-covid-19-school-return
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html


• Read a story about returning to school such as Going Back to School or Welcome 
Back to School. 

• Follow recommended guidelines regarding masks and social distancing this 
summer to help prevent a future surge in cases that might impact the start of 
school.  

• Help students get back into a normal schedule at least a week before school 
begins, such as reinstituting bedtime and wake up routines.  

• Be sure that all your child’s immunizations are up to date, including newly 
required immunizations for students entering kindergarten, 6th and 12th grades.  

• Stay in close communication with your school should your health situation or 
return plans change.  

 

What other changes can I expect?  
Unfortunately, we must restrict visitors to promote health, safety and social distancing.  
Students and staff should not be in buildings if they are experiencing any symptoms of 
illness.  
 
We’ll be reviewing our overall attendance policies for staff and students, as well as 
eliminating any attendance recognitions that could encourage attending school when not 
feeling well. More information on the specific attendance policy changes will be coming 
at a later date.  
 

The pandemic shifts rapidly and we don’t know what the rest of the school year may 
bring. Other changes could certainly be implemented, and we will be in close 
communication with staff and families as future decisions are made.  

• State Guidance from the Ohio Department of Education  
• COVID-19 Health & Prevention Guidance for Ohio K-12 Schools 
• Guidance for School Re-entry from the American Academy of Pediatrics 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ME15rz6_sC1kUth-QWtyohEZ0l4YJ5iN/view
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Social-Story-Welcome-Back-To-School-After-COVID-19-Closure-Mental-Health--5595165
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Social-Story-Welcome-Back-To-School-After-COVID-19-Closure-Mental-Health--5595165
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Reset-and-Restart/Reset-Restart-Guide.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/K-12-Schools-Guidance.pdf
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/

