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WORTHINGTON
SCHOOLS

It’s been a very busy spring at Worthington Schools. In March, we held
our annual State of the Schools event, where we highlighted our many
achievements and challenges. It was a great celebration of
excellence that featured performances from several of our

district’s talented students, including many videos proving how
our students are changing the world. I encourage you to view
them at www.worthington.k12.oh.us/changingtheworld. 

The State of the Schools was also where we were able to
share information on our three-phase master facilities plan. With
the help of the community, we have created a plan that will help
address our aging facilities, balance enrollment throughout the district
and increase capacity for our students.

We have added 1,000 students over the past five years, and multiple
projections show an expected 800 more to arrive in the next five. Many
families are moving to Worthington because of our excellent schools. 

With that growth comes many challenges. Despite every effort to maintain
a lean budget and stretching the levy cycle, without additional funds from
both a bond and operating levy in 2018, we face overcrowding in our

buildings and our excellent
programming, opportunities and
services could be at risk.

In May, the Worthington Board
of Education is expected to
make the decision to place two
levies on the November 2018
ballot. The operating levy will

Dear Residents:

ensure we keep the
programs we value in

Worthington, while the
bond issue will make sure we

have the capacity we need in our
school buildings and address our

aging facilities.

In the coming months, you will be hearing more from us
about what’s at stake this November. It is important that
we have a plan for the future. Together, we can continue
our students on a path of success – just like so many
generations in the past. 

Thank you for your continued support of our students
and schools.

Sincerely,

Dr. Trent Bowers, Superintendent

Our Mission – To empower a community of learners who will change the world.
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THE WORBOTS GEAR UP FOR COMPETITION

The FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC) is a unique varsity
sport of the mind designed to help high-school-aged
students experience science and technology in a
competition that feels more like the NCAA Final Four than a

science fair. The competition challenges young people to work
with mentors and in just six weeks to design and build a

robot to play a pre-defined game. This year’s robots
ventured inside a life-size video game to do battle

against each other for the chance to challenge
“The Boss” atop a six-foot tower. Sounds a

little crazy, right? You’ve really got to see it
to believe it. The competition is

designed by world-famous inventor
Dean Kamen, MIT professor emeritus;

Dr. Woodie Flowers; and a committee of
creatively minded innovators.

The WorBots competed on March 2 & 3 at the
Nutter Center and finished qualification rounds

ranked 8th out of 61 teams. They were selected by the
4th ranked team to form an alliance for elimination rounds

but were defeated in the semifinals. 

The team received the creativity award for the climbing apparatus on
the robot, which performed successful climbs 100% of all attempts.

The WorBots then competed at the Pittsburgh Regional on March 23 &
24 where they fought hard through the elimination bracket to finish 4th
overall as a finalist and received a wild card bid to the World
Championships in Detroit, MI on April 27 & 28. They then traveled to
Cleveland, OH on March 30 & 31 to compete at the very competitive
Buckeye Regional. The WorBots finished 1st overall. This is the team’s
first regional championship.

Tom Karns
Worbots Coach and WKHS teacher

The
FIRST
Robotics
Competition
(FRC) is a
unique varsity sport
of the mind designed
to help high-school-aged
students experience science
and technology in a
competition that 
feels more like the
NCAA Final
Four than a
science
fair.

The Hands and Voices of Hope Project (HVHP)
was inspired by the Columbus-based Harmony
Project, which promotes and develops
community through service, personal goal

setting and collaborative work through art and music.

Funded by the Worthington Educational Foundation, the
HVHP involves students selected from each of the 11
Worthington elementary schools. Students from each
school work with their school principal to identify a goal
for academic improvement with a supported plan to
persevere and have success with growth. In addition,
students will work in a small group to develop and lead
character and community initiatives at their school,
participate in two community service projects to grow in
learning by service, and culminate their work with a
special celebration concert that will recognize both their
work and leadership, as well as the support of parents
and teachers.

In short, participants get to Be Hope in their school
community through learning, leadership and service.

Patrick Callaghan
Director, Elementary Education

HANDS AND VOICES OF HOPE
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Worthington’s Science Day was held February
24 at Thomas Worthington High School. 
It was an exciting day to see our students

engaged in science presentations, demonstrations 
and discussion. Here is a glance:

� 448 students participated in the Worthington
Science Day

� 137 students participated in the Design
Challenge

� 3 Invention Convention projects will move on
to the state competition

� Students from 15 Worthington Schools
participated in Science Day

• 10 of the 11 elementary schools
• 4 of the 4 middle schools 

• 1 of the 2 high schools 
� 75 projects earned “Superior”

ratings and were eligible to
move on to the Central Ohio
District Science Fair

� 2018 was the 5th district-wide
Science Day

Our community-led task
force presented a plan to
the Board of Education to
address Worthington’s

increased enrollment and aging
facilities. The plan includes creating
6th-8th grade middle schools in the
fall of 2021. School and district
leaders have met and discussed core
beliefs, academic offerings, school
cultures, and facility designs. As we
prepare for the upcoming changes,
we believe it is important not to lose
the things that make each of our
schools special.

In order to prepare for the transition
to a 6-8 middle school, a design

team will oversee the development
of a Middle School Philosophy, which
will include a profile of an 8th-grader
who is ready for high school. This
information will be invaluable in
future work to create master
schedules, review programs, and
promote learning opportunities to
address student needs. 

“We are in the process of finalizing a
coordinated plan to gather feedback
from students, staff, and parents in
the creation of the philosophy and
student profile, as well as
communicate progress along the
way,” explains Neil Gupta, Director
of Secondary Education.

According to Gupta, the feedback
will assist in creating essential tools
to help prepare for not only the
addition of the 6th grade, but
ensure the middle school
years support the whole
child during their
formative years. 
The goal is to
complete the
work in October
2018 by researching
best practices, gathering
stakeholder feedback and
visiting other schools.

STUDENTS COMPETE IN SCIENCE DAY

WORTHINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOLS IN 2021

The
plan

includes
creating 

6th-8th grade 
middle schools

in the fall of 
2021.
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TWO ISSUES SET FOR NOVEMBER 2018 BALLOT

� State of the Schools Headline...
� Worbots Gear Up for Competition
� Hands and Voices of Hope Project
� Students Compete in Science Day
� Worthington Middle Schools in 2021 
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Voters will decide on a separate bond and operating levy 

The Worthington Board of Education is expected to move
forward with two separate ballot issues for the November 2018
election. Both levies will provide additional funding to keep up
with the impact of our growing enrollment. Worthington is in

the top ten fastest growing school districts in all of Ohio.

Bond Levy
The estimated $85-$89 million bond levy will
provide funds to renovate and increase capacity
at our middle school buildings. It will also provide
technology and building repairs to ensure that all
buildings are safe, warm and dry. Additionally,
the bond will assist in replacing busses.

Operating Levy
The incremental operating levy will likely start at 2.9 mills, and then
phase in two mills each year for the next three years to make it more
affordable for residents. 

Some residents have asked “Why not combine the two issues for
one vote?” State law prohibits school districts from combining an

incremental levy with a
bond levy. It is very
important to our Board
of Education that the
operating levy be phased in to protect
taxpayers. The district will receive operating
funding as it is needed instead of all at once. 

Through conservative fiscal management, we
have stretched the levy cycle from three to six
years. Over the same period of time, our
enrollment has increased by 1,000 and state
funding has been reduced by $7 million over
the last five years.  

These two levies in November will provide
Worthington Schools with the funding needed
to maintain operations and address our
growing student enrollment and aging
facilities. For more information, contact me 
at jmccuen@wscloud.org.

Jeff McCuen, Treasurer
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