DEAR RESIDENTS:
As I attend events throughout our school community,
I am reminded that Worthington Schools is the district
it is today because we remain committed to being
student-centered and community-led. Whether it’s
attending a sporting event, a concert, parent-teacher
conferences or open houses, our families and residents
are willing to be a part of our school community in
order to make it better.
Our Master Facilities Planning process has been no
different. Over the last six years, various task forces
made up of district leaders, staff and community
members have toured our facilities, studied
maintenance costs, reviewed enrollment projects, and
discussed the impact of not upgrading our facilities.
Worthington residents have weighed in through
community meetings, surveys and focus groups, all to
improve our students and community's future.
In addition, our Treasurer/CFO TJ Cusick meets
regularly with the Treasurer’s Advisory Committee, a
group of citizens that discuss the district’s financial
picture. Many of them have a background in finance
and they provide a wealth of insight as the district plans
its financial future.
Together, this work has led Worthington Schools to the
Nov. 8 ballot for a combined $234 million bond issue
and 1.9 mill permanent improvement (PI) levy and an
incremental operating levy.

Cards and Wolves Come Together
One of the biggest highlights of the fall is
the Thomas Worthington vs. Worthington
Kilbourne football game. It was great
to see the community come together to
support our schools.

The bond issue would fund major renovations to
Worthington Kilbourne and Thomas Worthington High
Schools and the PI levy will provide a designated fund
for buses, technology, and the ongoing maintenance
of our facilities. The operating levy would allow current
district programming and offerings to continue and
help the district keep up with inflation and growing
enrollment.
Thank you for being an active participant in planning
the future of our schools. Please feel free to contact
me with any questions at tbowers@wscloud.org.

Worthington Stands Together
The Boys and Girls Worthington Schools
soccer programs came together to honor the
legacy of Kristy Shannon who recently ended
a four and a half year battle with colon cancer.
Thanks to our incredible community, the
programs were able to donate $3,000 to a
scholarship fund in her name.

Sincerely,

T RE NT BO W ER S • Superintendent

FALL 2022

OUR MISSION: TO EMPOWER A COMMUNITY OF LEARNERS WHO WILL CHANGE THE WORLD.

From WKHS: Meena Lee, Tobias Shaw, Aja Sampath, Daniel Battle

STUDENTS RECOGNIZED
FOR NATIONAL ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENTS
The National Merit® Scholarship Program is an academic competition
for recognition and scholarships that began in 1955. Approximately
1.5 million high school students enter the program each year.
Congratulations to our students who were named semifinalists in the
2022 National Merit Scholarship Program in September. They join less
than 1% of high school seniors in the U.S. who are vying for roughly
7,500 National Merit Scholarships that will be awarded this spring.

From TWHS: Luke Featherstone, Joshua Kim

Congratulations to those recognized by the National Recognition Program, made up of
the College Board's four recognition programs—National African American Recognition
Program, National Hispanic Recognition Program, National Indigenous Recognition
Program and National Rural and Small Town Recognition Program—which award
academic honors to underrepresented students.

Lucia Cassell-Ramirez

Julie Barrie, PaaKwesi Seisie, and Gwendolyn Armstrong.

FRONT ROW LEFT TO RIGHT: Ella Sturtz, Kendra Fummey, Braleena Pickens, Marina McCreary, Tahlia Johnson
BACK ROW LEFT TO RIGHT: Caden Burks Damico, Jackson Ball, Amare Kelly, Opoku Kunadu, Lindsey Oguntuase

READY FOR READING PROGRAM GIVES
COMMUNITY CHANCE TO CONNECT WITH
STUDENTS, IMPROVE READING SKILLS
Worthington School's new Ready for Reading Program has
various benefits, for both students and the community.
The program is aimed at helping our earliest learners —
kindergarteners — build a strong foundation for reading
and writing. Research shows that children who can read
independently at a young age have higher levels of academic
achievement and success later in life.
The program is being rolled out at all Worthington elementary
schools this year, but we need your help to make it a success!
We are seeking volunteers from the community to work one-onone with one or two students each week on routines established
in the classroom: letter and sound identification, and reading
age-appropriate books. We currently have over 200 volunteers
signed up and we welcome more!
“We are fortunate in Worthington to have a community that’s
so engaged,” said Steve Griffin, English Language Arts & World
Language Coordinator. “This is a great way for community
members to get involved, to make a difference in a child’s life,
and to see an almost instantaneous result from their efforts,
which is incredibly rewarding.”

OT H ER BENEFIT S O F T H E P R O G R A M INCLUDE :
• Training and teaching supplies provided for volunteers
• Volunteer as little as 30 minutes each week; flexible times available
• Make meaningful connections with a student by choosing the school
you wish to volunteer at
All volunteers are required to have a background check. To learn more
or sign up, view the form under the News section of our website at
worthington.k12.oh.us.

WKHS CROSS COUNTRY TEAM
HAS SIGHTS SET ON REPEAT OCC
CHAMPIONSHIP, STATE MEET
With 16 varsity lettermen, nine of whom are returning athletes
from last year, Worthington Kilbourne’s boy’s cross country team
is stronger than ever.
Coach Josh Stegman said the team has lofty goals this year but
each runner has worked hard over the summer. They now want
to defend their OCC Championship title, and they are aiming to
have their feet on the course at the state meet.
“Other area coaches I’ve spoken with over the summer think
that central Ohio will boast several state-caliber programs that
won’t be in the state meet because they won’t make it out of the
region,” said Stegman.
If any team can do it, however, it’s this one. Stegman said the
team is full of strong leaders who have the grit and determination
to accomplish what they’ve set out to do.
Runners like senior Bilal Chaudhry who had never run
competitively before his freshman year fell in love with cross
country and has committed to doing the small things right.
“His dedication, related improvement to his running abilities, and his
fun-loving nature makes him a great teammate, so much so that he
was nominated by the team to serve as captain,” added Stegman.

There’s also juniors AJ Hawkins, Steven Miller and Ryan Smith who
train together each day and push one another to get better.
“These three have grown into their roles as de facto leaders, both
through setting a good example in regards to their approach to
training and racing, as well as by mentoring and guiding younger
runners when it comes to how to face tough workouts, providing race
strategy recommendations, and in general, showing how much fun
cross country is,” said Stegman.
Rounding out this year’s stars is Jackson Diesler. Stegman said he has
all the makings of being the team’s freshman phenom. He jumped right
in with summer training and raced well in his first 5K at Fortress Obetz.
Stegman said the thing
he loves most about
the team is how quickly
they can pull new
runners into the fold,
“truly caring for one
another and laughing
about it all the way.”
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WKHS GIRLS WATER POLO
OHIO CUP CHAMPIONS
Way to go Lady Wolves in your
win over Upper Arlington!

WORTHINGTON
CITY SCHOOLS
200 E. Wilson Bridge Rd.
Worthington, OH 43085

T R E A S U R E R ’ S R E P O R T:

TJ CUSICK
Treasurer/CFO
Worthington Schools strives to provide a quality education at a good return to taxpayers. As we’ve shared in recent months, several factors
have us keeping a close eye on our financial future.
First, the district will see little impact on the amount of state funding it receives as the result of the Fair School Funding Plan passed as part
of Ohio’s latest two-year budget bill. Second, our revenue is expected to flatten this year when the last installment of the levy passed in
2018 is realized. Third, our enrollment numbers are steadily increasing. Fourth, at the recommendation of our Master Facilities Plan Task
Force, we are working toward fulfilling Phase 2 of our facilities plan, which involves rebuilding and renovating our high schools.
WORTHI N GTON SC H O O L S W I LL H AV E TWO I SSUES O N T H E NOV. 8 BA L LOT:
• A combined $234 million bond issue and a 1.9 mill permanent improvement (PI) levy to keep our Master Facilities Plan work moving
forward. The bond issue would fund major renovations to our high schools, while the PI levy would provide $4.2 million annually to
replace buses, technology, equipment, athletic facilities, playground equipment, and other deferred maintenance projects like roofs and
heating and cooling systems.
• An incremental operating levy will maintain current operations by keeping up with inflation and our growing student enrollment.
The district has significant debt that will be paid off over the next few years. Thus both issues combined are projected to cost an additional
$203 per $100,000 of assessed home value in year one, and go up by $70 per year per $100,000 of assessed home value over the next
three years.
Please feel free to contact me at 614 450-6171 or tjcusick@wscloud.org with any questions.

