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Join us to Learn More About Issues 9 and 10 for Worthington Schools
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Dear Residents:

he next few weeks
are extremely
important for the
future of
Worthington Schools. On
November 6, our community
will vote on Issues 9 and 10.

Worthington Schools has a
strong record of responsible fiscal management –
the levy cycle has been stretched from three to six
years – but with an enrollment increase of 1,200
students since 2012, and 800 more expected in the
next five years, funding for new construction and
renovation is needed now to maintain our schools.
Issue 9 is an $89 million bond issue (2.58 mills) to
repair all middle schools and rebuild Perry and
Worthingway Middle Schools to accommodate
growing enrollment and provide the classroom
space to prevent and address overcrowding in our
buildings. It will also provide funds to make
improvements to other school buildings, replace
outdated technology, and buy new buses.

Worthington Schools’ administrators will be on hand for
multiple events throughout October including:

◆ Worthington Community Center, Wednesday,
October 10 at 10 a.m.

◆ Community Coffee at the Polaris Panera, Friday,
October 12 from 8 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

◆ Old Worthington Library, Thursday, October 18 at 7:30 p.m.
◆ Lazelle Community Center, Thursday, October 25 at 7:00 p.m.
Please take the opportunity to attend one or more of these events.
We are prepared to answer your questions and want to provide needed
information. We have also provided information on our website at

www.worthington.k12.oh.us/issues

I hope to see you at one of the community events.

Sincerely,

Issue 10 is an operating levy to maintain
Dr. Trent Bowers
current operations and programs in our
Superintendent
schools as our enrollment continues
We
to increase. The operating levy
want the
will be phased in to provide
community to
funds only as needed. The
be informed, and we
levy would start at 2.9
want
to answer questions
mills and increase by
people
may have before
2 mills each year until
they
go
to the polls
it reaches 8.9 mills in the
on Tuesday,
fourth year.
November
6.
We want the community to be
informed, and we want to answer
questions people may have before
they go to the polls on November 6.

We have scheduled several community meetings
leading up to Election Day for our neighbors to
learn more about the importance of Issue 9 and 10.

Our Mission – To empower a community of learners who will change the world.
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ISSUES 9 & 10

HERE ARE SOME ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Q:
A:

Q:
A:

Q:
A:
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What are Issues 9 and 10 for
Worthington Schools?
Voters in the Worthington City School District will be asked to
consider Issues 9 and 10, a bond issue and an operating levy, on the
November 6th ballot. Issue 9, a 2.58-mill bond issue, would yield $89
million to ensure that we have the capacity in all of our schools to
keep up with our district’s robust growth. Issue 10 is an incremental
operating levy that will be phased in over time, so we only generate
the funds when we need them. The levy would start at 2.9 mills and
increase by 2 mills each year until it reaches 8.9 mills in the fourth
year. These funds would help operate and maintain programs in our
schools as our student population continues to increase.

Why are these issues on the ballot?
What is wrong with the current
schools?
Worthington City Schools’ enrollment has increased by 1,200 students
since 2012. With growth expectations of another 800 students over
the next five years, we must combat overcrowding now, update aging
buildings, and upgrade classrooms to accommodate modern teaching
methods. We have brought in modular classrooms (trailers) as a
temporary solution, but that is not sustainable. Our schools need to
address these serious issues now in a way that will also provide for a
successful future.

What is the difference between a
bond issue and an operating levy?
By state law, bond issues can be used to pay for capital
improvements, such as buildings, buses, and technology. Meanwhile,
operating levies fund the day-to-day operation of the programs that
use and rely on those capital improvements. This includes
instructional resources, salaries, benefits, and utilities.

www.worthington.k12.oh.us

WORTHINGTON SCHOOLS

WE HAVE RECEIVED FROM THE COMMUNITY

Q:
A:

What will the bond issue money
be used for?
Half of the Issue 9 funds would be used to rebuild Perry and
Worthingway middle schools and to renovate Kilbourne and
McCord middle schools for all sixth- through eighth-grade
students. The other half of the money from Issue 9 would be
used to make improvements to other school buildings, replace
outdated technology, and buy new buses. These are all
recommendations that emerged from the Worthington Schools
Master Facilities Plan presented in 2017 by the community task force.

Q:
A:

What about state funding – doesn’t it
increase with increased enrollment?

Q:

How much will these
two issues cost
property owners?

A:
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Though our enrollment continues to increase, we will not receive
state funding that keeps up with that pace. In fact, state funding to
Worthington City Schools has been reduced by $7 million over the
last 5 years – while enrollment increased by 1,200 students. The
district is growing by about $6 million in expenses per year. After
holding down spending and controlling health care costs, staffing and
administrative expenses – there is simply nowhere left to cut without
significantly damaging educational quality.

The two issues together would cost
about $16 a month per $100,000 in
property valuation (or $191 annually)
the first year. The incremental
operating levy would increase by
about $70 annually each year for
three years until it reaches 8.9 mills
in the fourth year.

Our Mission – To empower a community of learners who will change the world.
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INSIDE:

OUR MISSION

TO EMPOWER

◆ Multiple Community Meetings in
October about Issues 9 & 10

A COMMUNITY OF

LEARNERS
WHO WILL

◆ Frequently Asked Questions about
Ballot Issues 9 & 10

CHANGE

THE WORLD

◆ Maintaining Quality in Our Schools
◆ Student Activity Photos

}

Early Voting Starts October 10 / Election Day Is November 6

ISSUES 9 AND 10 WILL MAINTAIN OUR QUALITY SCHOOLS

M

y job as the Treasurer/CFO of Worthington City
Schools is to ensure that we have a responsible
financial plan in place so that our school district
can provide the quality of education that our
community expects.

After stretching the levy cycle from three to six years, we
have reached a point where action must be taken in
order to preserve programs, staff, and opportunities
for Worthington students.

Many have asked what will happen if
Issues 9 and 10 do not pass. The reality is,
stretching the levy cycle is becoming less
sustainable, and that could cost taxpayers
more to maintain current operations.
The longer we wait, the higher the
millage would have to be to maintain what our
Issues
schools offer now. If Issue 10 fails, reductions in
9 & 10 will
current operations would be inevitable.

be on the ballot
Without Issue 9, the district will not have
Worthington Schools has worked hard to be
November 6 and will
the capital funds needed to repair and
as efficient as possible in its day-to-day
help us expand and update
maintain our facilities, as well as
operations. We have saved money by
our overcrowded, aging buildings
other improvements, and the
controlling health care costs, staffing, and
district would need to add more
and maintain the quality
administrative expenses.
modular classrooms (trailers) to keep up
programming we all
with
enrollment growth.
At the same time, our enrollment has increased,
expect from our
and state funding has been reduced by $7 million
schools.
This election is important to our schools and

over the last five years. Issues 9 and 10 will provide
needed funding to maintain our daily operations, rebuild
and repair our middle schools to accommodate growth, and
provide funding for technology and new buses.
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community. Please feel free to contact me with
any questions at (614) 450-6121 or

jmccuen@wscloud.org.

www.worthington.k12.oh.us
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