
Worthington Schools

“Together Again”

All-In FAQs

Q:  Why is March 22 the date to make the change to “all-in” instruction.

A: Superintendent Trent Bowers shared at the Board of Education meeting that March 22 allows staff to receive both vaccination
shots. Over the last few months we have seen that our concerns that schools could be places of high spread because they are
congregate settings have not been realized.  (Large suburban districts such as Mason and Lakota in Cincinnati, Big Walnut in the
OCC, Private schools such as Watterson,etc...)

While community spread continues to be high as defined by the CDC, we see a general decline in our CATS numbers week over
week and schools have proven to be safe places with low infection rates. This finding supports the benefits of using multiple
mitigation strategies including masks, social distancing, enhanced cleaning and sanitation practices, and hand washing as a means
of preventing spread in schools.

The addition of the opportunity to vaccinate staff is another mitigation strategy that provides protection.

This additional strategy may offer the opportunity to move all students back to school with all mitigation strategies still in place with a
modification to the social distancing standard.

Q. Will a virtual option be available for families not comfortable with “all-in”?
A: For current families participating in hybrid learning, there will not be a new virtual option.  Current virtual programming is based on
a semester-long commitment with a fixed number of assignments for each course.  At this point, we are many weeks into the
semester assignments, and it should be understood that new enrollments at this time will require starting at the beginning of the
assignments in each course, and still completing the requirements by May 16 for Seniors, May 25 for grades 7-11, and May 26 for
grades K-6.  Please contact Mr. Patrick Callaghan for grades K-6 enrollment and Dr. Neil Gupta for grades 7-12 enrollment.

https://covid-19.myfcph.org/schools-childcare/k-12/
mailto:pcallaghan@wscloud.org
mailto:ngupta@wscloud.org


Q. Will Worthington staff members be vaccinated by March 22?
A: Yes, all interested staff members will have had the opportunity to receive both vaccination shots prior to March 10th  Because 
1,150 Worthington staff members had received their first dose of the vaccine by Saturday, February 13th, they should receive their 
second vaccine by March 6th and be fully protected around March 20th.

Q. Does the change in learning mode impact the students learning in the Ohio Online Learning Program (OOLP)?
A: No. The change in learning mode does not affect Worthington students currently enrolled in OOLP.

Q. Does the change to “all-in” impact kindergarten students?
A: Yes. With the change to “all-in”, all kindergarteners will move to an all-day, everyday mode of learning like all other students in 
grades 1-12.  There will be no charge for kindergarten.

Q. What are the quarantine guidelines at school?

A: According to the Columbus Public Health department, if a student not wearing a mask is found to be within 3 feet of a person who 
tested positive for COVID-19 for more than 15 minutes, the student must quarantine from school and all other activities. 

If a student is found to be between 3 feet and 6 feet of a person who tested positive with COVID-19 for more than 15 minutes while 
wearing masks, the student may attend school and they can participate in after-school activities, including sports. 

Finally, if a student is found to be more than 6 feet of a person who tested positive with COVID-19, the student does not need to be 
quarantined. (6ft is still the standard outside of school)

Q. What are the other exemptions from these quarantine guidelines?

A: Students that have had a positive COVID-19 test within the past 90 days are exempt. Students that have had two doses of the 
COVID-19 vaccine are also exempt.  (negative COVID tests or antibody tests are not an exemption)
Care After School is currently working with CPH towards an exemption as they plan to utilize our space and follow our spacing 
guidelines. (This would treat CAS like school during quarantine)

Q. How does transitioning to “all-in” impact COVID reporting and notification?
A: Worthington schools will continue to notify students that were in “close contact” with a positive case. An email will also be sent to 
the parent of any student that was on the bus or in class with the case. Building data will be posted on the district dashboard.

Q. How will a COVID-19 positive test within the home impact school?

A: Since it is difficult to prevent close contact within a home, all students within the home should quarantine following a positive test 
of a family member. This would also apply to a symptomatic family member that is awaiting a test result.



Q. Will the school continue to monitor for symptoms?
A: Yes. Parents should also screen each child prior to sending them to school. If students are symptomatic, they may be sent home.
Our current screening protocol is on our website.

Q. How does transitioning to “all-in” impact transportation?
A: We anticipate at least 47% of bus routes will run with one student per seat.  All students will be assigned a seat on the bus to
assist with contact tracing. When students are assigned to sit two to a seat, the assignments will be made based using the following
protocol: A) members of the same household, B) volunteers, and C) students with the shortest ride.

Q. How does transitioning to “all-in” impact events and co-curricular activities such as sports?
A: High school and middle school athletics will continue based on Ohio High School Athletic Association’s guidance. Large school
events will continue to be on hold. The District will determine the possibilities for the Class of 2021 and their events including
graduation as well as other significant events.

Q:  What mitigation strategies will Worthington Implement?

A: We will work to maintain a minimum of 3 feet of social distancing in classroom settings and 6 feet during lunch times. (Ohio
Schools COVID-19 Evaluation from January 29, 2021 supports 3 feet of distancing with masks in classrooms and on school buses.)
Face masks must continue to be worn at all times. Students are encouraged to double mask while at school. Practicing regular good
hygiene - washing hands and having hand sanitizer - will continue.  Families will be asked to continue to symptom check before
coming to school.

Q: How will schools handle lunch with all students in school and maintain safety protocols, such as 6 feet distancing?

A: Elementary School Plan: Safety guidelines call for students eating, unmasked, with 6 feet of distance between them. In order to
achieve that at the elementary school, staff will continue to use their classrooms for eating lunch, as well as alternative space such as
a cafeteria, gymnasium, or other spaces according to the needs and availability of the building. In general, half of a homeroom class
will use the classroom, while the other uses the alternative space. Principals will ensure that distancing space is used according to
the guidelines we have been given.  When students are finished eating, they will be asked to put on their masks.

A: Middle and High School Plan: Safety guidelines call for students eating, unmasked, with 6 feet of distance between them. In order
to achieve that at the middle and high school, we will employ alternative spaces (library, gymnasium) and alternative seating options
according to the needs and availability of each building. We are exploring outdoor options, including tents, for students at Thomas
Worthington High School and Worthington Kilbourne High School.  In addition, we will offer Open Lunch to 11th grade students
similar to the 12th grade option.  When students are finished eating, they will be asked to put on their masks.

https://www.worthington.k12.oh.us/cms/lib/OH01001900/Centricity/Domain/1171/Worthington%20Protocol%20Chart%201.8.21.pdf
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/OSCE_evaluation.pdf
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/schools/OSCE_evaluation.pdf
https://www.worthington.k12.oh.us/cms/lib/OH01001900/Centricity/Domain/1184/Child%20Activity%20Algorithm_1.11.2021.pdf


Q:  With All-In, how will recess be conducted?

A: Elementary School Plan: Our guiding principles for recess have been to provide students with an opportunity to play, enjoy fresh
air, and relax.  While doing so, we have strived to limit exposure of kids across cohorts.  Hands are required to be washed prior to
recess and following.  Classroom cohorts have used, in rotation, assigned play areas on the playgrounds and fields to meet the
above-mentioned principles.  With ALL IN, we will mostly retain the cohort play rotations as they are because they have worked.
Each cohort class will have more kids at one time with ALL IN, but those playing together will be within the classroom cohort.  We
also provide students who do not wish to engage with an activity the opportunity to step out of the play, distanced, and take off their
mask to breathe freely if they like.

A: Middle School Plan: Our guiding principles for recess have been to provide students with an opportunity to play, enjoy fresh air,
and relax.  We will continue to encourage students to wash their hands frequently, monitor social distancing guidelines, and adhere to
the use of masks.

Q:  In elementary schools, will grade 4-6 students change classes, or will the teachers continue to rotate?

A: Up to this point, while students have had switches for content areas, the teachers have moved to the students, rather than
students moving to teachers. The main reasons include:

● That cohort student groups limit their exposure to other students, classrooms, and desks.

● Having the teachers change classrooms decreases the amount of instructional time spent disinfecting workspaces.

● Switching in the hallways involves multiple classes changing space in a short period of time, multiple times a day, with cross
exposure to multiple cohort classes.

For All-In, we will continue to have teachers, rather than students, move classes and maintain the routines that we have established.

Q:  Will Worthington offer a graduation ceremony this Spring?

A: As we plan for the Spring, we are considering various, in-person options to celebrate our Graduating Seniors. We reserved The
Ohio State University Schottenstein Center for the Thomas Worthington High School Graduation Ceremony on Monday, May 24, and
the  Worthington Kilbourne High School Graduation Ceremony on Tuesday, May 25, but are awaiting guidance from our Public Health
Systems on holding an indoor, large group gathering and the guidance from the Ohio State University on using their space.  If the
Schottenstein Center is not available, we are investigating the potential to hold an in-person, outdoor graduation ceremony for each
school at the Columbus Clippers Baseball Stadium on Saturday, May 22. Continue to save the dates for some type of evening
ceremony for Thomas Worthington High School graduates on May 24 and Worthington Kilbourne High School graduates on May 25,
but also reserve May 22.  We will let you know more information in early April.



Q:  How is Worthington preparing to support students for Summer School 2021?

A: Each year, Worthington provides a robust summer school program that serves approximately 1000 students. A range of
programming offers opportunities for intervention (including Summer Reading Camp and credit recovery), as well as skill-building and
enrichment (including the Worthington Summer Enrichment Academy and high school “get-ahead” blended classes).

The 2021 summer school window is June 7 - July 1, and there is an extended learning session July 6 - July 16 for high school
students who need additional time for credit recovery. Students in credit-bearing “get-ahead” blended classes should expect to finish
by July 23.

The Worthington staff is working to provide opportunities for a significantly larger number of students.  We are planning for targeted
intervention by invitation and enrichment options available for all.  In addition to district-level programs such as Summer Reading
Camp and credit recovery, we are exploring options for school-based learning.  Some offerings will be fully in-person, and others will
be hybrid; we will prioritize in-person learning for grades PreK-2 students.

To stay informed as the program develops, please visit www.worthington.k12.oh.us/summerschool.

Q:  How does Worthington Schools monitor Growth and Achievement for all students PreK-12, and specifically, from the
start of the Covid-19 pandemic in March of 2020?

A: At each grade level, the district monitors the growth and achievement of each student through the use of various assessments
and data sources to inform the staff in providing support.

At the Pre-Kindergarten level, students are given the Early Learning  Assessment and Worthington Curriculum-Based Assessment 2
times a year. The majority of our preschool students made expected or above expected growth, especially in pre-academic tasks
such as rhyming words, word meanings, and number words. We did not see as much growth in the social-emotional tasks such as
emotional identification, social behaviors, and seeking emotional support; possibly due to limited peer and adult interactions outside
of the home during the pandemic.

In Grades 1-8, we administer the Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) assessment.  Student MAP Scores can be found on Infinite
Campus.  More information can be found in the NWEA Family Toolkit.

On average, students in the Worthington Schools showed achievement growth in both reading and math since the onset of
COVID-19 disruptions but growth in math was lower than in a typical year.

http://www.worthington.k12.oh.us/summerschool
https://www.nwea.org/the-map-suite/family-toolkit/


From January 2020 - January 2021, our grades 1-8 students grew in reading at similar rates as compared to our grades 1-8 students
grew from January 2019 - January 2020 and as compared to pre-pandemic goals.  Even during a global pandemic when school was
shut down from March through May, reading growth for grades 1-8 students, as evidenced by MAP, remained consistent from the
year previous.

From January 2020 - January 2021, our grades 1-8 students in math grew at just a slightly slower pace than our grades 1-8 students
from January 2019 - January 2020, compared to pre-pandemic norms.  Even during a global pandemic when school was shut down
from March through May, math growth for 1-8 students, as evidenced by MAP, remained almost consistent from the year prior.  As we
finish the school year, transition into summer learning, and continue into the 2021-2022 academic year, teachers will formatively
assess key standards at each grade level and adapt instruction as needed to address unfinished learning.

At the high school level, progress is monitored through the evaluation of classroom grades throughout the school year.  In
comparison to years prior, Worthington notes a 1%-2% approximate range in letter grade performance for the first and second
quarter.  We will continue to monitor progress with state and national assessments (State Tests, ACT, AP) when they become
available.

Worthington plans to continue monitoring growth for each student through assessments, which are used to inform the teachers and
staff to provide additional support, as needed. Students with Individualized Education Plans will also have Progress Report data
based on their individual goals and objectives.

You can find more information in this report.

Q:  How are Worthington teachers addressing curriculum and State Standards during hybrid learning?

A: Worthington educators worked since last Spring to understand and address unfinished learning. Teachers have modified their
curriculum by developing and providing interventions in real time during blue and green day in person learning schedules.
We continue to assess students and engage in dialogue daily to modify curriculum as needed.

Q:  How does Worthington staff respond to the academic needs of students who are experiencing difficulty as a result of
the Pandemic?

A: In Worthington Schools, we have a framework, called MTSS, for delivering intervention and academic support to students in real
time through:

● Classroom instruction and small groups (Tier 1)
● Targeted support to individuals and small groups in both pull-out and push-in (Tier 2) [includes reading and math

interventions]

https://www.worthington.k12.oh.us/cms/lib/OH01001900/Centricity/Domain/4/COVIDDatatAchievement.pdf


● Intensive intervention with specified, alternative direct instruction (Tier 3) [special education, gifted education, etc.]

It is important to note that the vast majority of student intervention takes place in their actual classroom at the direction of a teacher
who uses daily and periodic assessments to reframe and strategically place instruction that fits the need.
Daily assessments include assignments, informal checks for understanding in class, and in real time, BAS reading assessments and
phonics screeners (elementary), etc. Periodic assessments include normed assessments such as MAP, unit assessments, etc.
Intervention, like learning, is often not immediate, but builds over time when applied consistently.
Current MAP data, based on National and developmental norms, indicates that our students are holding onto growth, even in the
midst of the pandemic.  Third Grade Reading assessments given by the state in the fall of 2020, show that our students have
maintained a proficient level of performance, even with the interruption of daily learning necessitated by the pandemic.

Q:  How do our high schools staff work with students to help prepare them for ACT, SAT, and College Admissions/Merit
Awards?

A: As required by the state of Ohio, all juniors are given the opportunity to participate in a free administration of the ACT, providing
them with a reportable score for college admissions and/or scholarship opportunities. To further assist students to be successful on
the ACT, TWHS, WKHS, and Linworth Experiential offered a course this past January to students to help prepare students for the
ACT. A practice test is also made available to students in November with results provided to students to help them prepare for the
actual ACT administration. ACT has set up an ACT Academy to provide students with a personalized learning plan to help them
prepare for their next ACT administration. In addition, the counseling offices make available a list of outside tutors on the counseling
websites.

PSAT is administered to students in October and January with scores from a student’s junior year being used for possible National
Merit Scholarship recognition. Following the PSAT students are provided with results and through a partnership with Khan Academy,
students are able to enter their College Board ID into Khan Academy and receive a personalized learning plan and allow a student to
take up to eight practice tests.

A number of AP courses are offered for students to engage in rigorous college-level courses to help prepare them for their post
secondary education pathway. Throughout the year, teachers are preparing students to take the AP exams in the spring. Students
have the ability to earn college credit based on their performance on the AP exams.

Counseling staff begin helping students as underclassmen prepare for college admission. Throughout a student’s high school year,
they are provided with class and individual meetings to better understand and prepare for college admissions.

Q:  What do our classroom grades look like at the grades 7-12 level?

A: At the Secondary level (grades 7-12), we monitor the progress of our students through grades each quarter.  As a way to respond
to the needs of our students, we continue to reflect on our grading practices to support student learning.



This year, we made a decision to forego final exams in the 1st semester and 2nd semester in order to maximize instructional time in
the classroom.  We also continue to provide professional learning to our educators with ideas, such as allowing students to re-do
assignments, accepting late work, and modifying lessons.

This year, we are seeing a slight increase (1%-2%) in the percent of A’s as well as F’s.  So, while we celebrate the work of some of
our students in the midst of the pandemic, we realize that some of the students are experiencing academic difficulty.

We will continue to support our students in changing our classroom practices, connecting with families and students, and providing
intervention.

Q:  How does Worthington Schools address the mental health and well-being of our students during the Covid-19
pandemic?

A: To be very honest, the mental health of humans, age 4 to age 94, has been affected by the pandemic and all of the changes it has
brought.  The interruption of daily in-class instruction has caused us to re-think our approaches to being connected to students. Even
in Hybrid learning, the staff continues to use zoom and other means to heighten connections to students, and when we are in class
with them, genuine connection and feedback are priority. We do not believe that hybrid and remote learning, alone, has more
significantly affected student mental health. Rather, the ongoing combinations of changes in routine, family mental health, financial
stress and food insecurity are all contributors to overall mental health. In Worthington Schools, we are  concerned for the mental
health of our students, and continue to channel school and outside resources to make them available to families.

● Staff-shared monitoring and problem solving for students/families having difficulty engaging in remote and hybrid learning
(e.g. spreadsheets tracking family contacts, resources needed, teacher input, etc)

● Newsletters sharing school and community resources and strategies for parents to help students with social emotional needs
● Counselor Schoology and Seesaw 'classes' to engage students and provide lessons
● Periodic check-ins (both in person and via online surveys) to assess student well-being and needs
● Use of Panorama data to identify students or groups of students to build connections at school
● Re-entry meetings when students have been absent or unable to engage for periods of time (re-establish connections,

prioritize work, etc.)
● Home visits by building admin/counselor/mental health specialists to check on student well-being when concerns arise
● Partnership with community mentors and agencies to provide additional support to students and families
● Linkage with community telehealth offerings for parents and students
● Focus on staff well-being to enable us to work productively during this challenging year.

Families should contact their school principal if they would like to be connected to mental health resources.




