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OCTOBER 11, 2017  MEETING NOTES 

 

Worthington Schools 

Curriculum Liaison Council 2017-2018 

 
 

Curriculum Liaison Council (CLC) Meetings 
The role of the Curriculum Liaison member is to act as a key communicator between their building membership and the 
district.  The district will provide information on significant topics such as the development of new curriculum, updates 

in testing, district report card results, strategies for improvement, etc.  The CLC’s role is to provide feedback to the 
district which the district will then use in developing or implementing change.  The CLC member will also share best 

practices for engaging parents and also provide direction on any issues on topics they want addressed during the year. 
Finally, the CLC member will act as a liaison and help parents who may have specific concerns regarding their child, 

find information on the district website, and/or connect them with the district administrator that can help them address 
their questions/issues.  The CLC’s role is not to bring individual issues or concerns to the table. 

6:30-8:30 pm in Room 101 

October 11 

December 13 

February 7 (30 minutes prior to State of the Schools Address at WKHS) 

April 11 
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In Attendance: 
Kathya Mahadevan, Cindi Timmons (Bluffsview); Cristina Taylor (Brookside); Kristen Klopfer, Liz 
McClellan (Colonial Hills); Aimee Wellejus (Evening Street); Kelli Davis (Liberty); Heather Baugh 
(Slate Hill); Sarah Lim (Sutter Park); Amy Featherstone (WIlson Hill); Jill Grimm (Worthington 
Estates); Margie Toy (Worthington HIlls); Abbie May (Worthington Park); Tami Erickson (KMS); 
Krist Pinschenat (McCord); Preeta Naveen, Jenny Findell (Phoenix); Barb Curran (TWHS); Stacie 
Stout, Jenn Small (WKHS); Jane Rhoades (WO Academy); Julie Keegan and Jennifer Best (Board 
of Ed); Trent Bowers, Angie Adrean, Kim Brown, Neil Gupta, Kelly Wegley, Suzanne Palmer, 
Tricia Palko, Brian Geniusz, Tom Kaczmarek, Ben Rule, Kathy Riebel (WEC). 
 
 
Agenda for October 11, 2017 

6:30 - 6:45 Welcome and Introductions 

6:45 - 7:00 Roles of the Council Members and Guiding Principles 

7:00 - 7:15 Review April 2017 Survey Highlights and Plan for December and April presentations 

7:15 - 7:30  District Mission, Vision and Focus Strategies 

Kindle-Connect Walk Initiative  

               

7:30 - 8:00  “A Closer Look at Close Reading”  

8:00 - 8:30  AFTGOTO 

 

 

Angie Adrean 

● Welcome and Introductions - everyone introduced themselves and said what they are 

thankful for in the Worthington School District and why they are here. 

● To act as a team, this process is so important, knowing each other and the reason and 

the purpose to be a part of this committee, to have a connection! 

● Thanks for being here and taking the time to listen to each other. 
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● Roles of the Council Members and Guiding Principles - please read through them, do 

these make sense to you, send an email to Angie with your thoughts. 

● Highlights from our Needs Survey from April 2017: 

Top 3 questions answered with 4’s or 5’s: 

1. 78% - “How useful and informative did you find the presentation and discussion 

on Instructional Shifts in Math?” 

2. 64% - “How useful and informative did you find the presentation and discussion 

on new Elementary Progress Report and Standards Based Grading?” 

3. 57% - “How beneficial has your participation been in the CLC in understanding 

and communicating to others the changes and the current practices of the 

Worthington Schools in the area of curriculum and instruction?” 

Top 3 topics that you would like covered for the 17-18 school year: 

1. Understanding the new Gifted and Talented Standards for Ohio 

2. Strategies for increasing parent involvement in their child's learning 

3. Executive Function and its relationship to school success 

***A close 4 and 5 include “Understanding the shifts in the New Ohio Learning 

Standards” and “Special Education Programming and Support” 

 

NOTES:  CLC Agenda Brainstorming Topics - College Preparatory Math, Multi-Tiered 

System of Supports - What is it? And how can we help assist our parents with 

developing questions before IEP meetings and/or PT conferences, Testing and 

Graduation Requirements, What if we attempted an Edcamp Structure?, Literacy with 

Tricia and Coaches, and/or...  

 

● CLC reps worked with a partner to determine what stands out, what are their top 3 topic 

choices they want to see throughout the year, topics we can dig deeper into throughout 

the year, topics that are important to them that they want to hear more about. Here are 

the results: 

○ #1 Choices - Gifted & Talented Standards; MTSS parents empowerment; Parental 

Involvement, supporting parents in IEP meetings; Systems of support for 

students with various needs; EL in schools; Math CPM - examples of instruction, 

practices, as students would learn, practical steps for reassuring frustrations, 

websites to help; Understand the push toward career readiness and how 

collaboration fits in; Paths for children that have different needs, counselor for 

long-term paths; Break out sessions for multiple topics of interest to be 

discussed; Convey the WHY of the process change in math, why the change, 

what benefits do we expect. 

○ #2 Choices - Increasing parent involvement; Executive functioning, MTSS; State 

report card effects on curriculum; High School options; Understanding gifted and 

talented standards; Needs of school; CPM - the experience; Parental assistance 

to understand and prepare for IEP process; IEP meetings. 
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○ #3 Choices - More child development, the whole child, mental, emotional, 

academic; Ed Camp topics; Gifted & talented standards; How to best share this 

committee and what we’ve learned with parents in our buildings; Executive 

function and its relationship to school success; How to increase parental 

involvement not only with learning but other district and building initiatives that 

support learning (PTO/PTA/Bd concerns, community); Early intervention for 

identification of dyslexia/reading, philosophy of ways to learn to read phonics v. 

word.  

● What was something that surprised you from the survey? For many it was the 57% 

result:  “How beneficial has your participation been in the CLC in understanding and 

communicating to others the changes and the current practices of the Worthington 

Schools in the area of curriculum and instruction?” 

● Angie said the email line of communication is ALWAYS open! Please feel free to email 

her anytime with any thoughts, ideas, etc. 

 

Neil Gupta - EdCamp Structure 

Unlike traditional conferences which have schedules set months in advance by the people 

running the conference, Edcamp has an agenda that’s created by the participants at the start of 

the event. Instead of one person standing in front of the room talking for an hour, people are 

encouraged to have discussions and hands-on sessions. Sponsors don’t have their own special 

sessions or tables, all of the space and time are reserved for the things the people there want 

to talk about. People could pay hundreds of dollars to attend another conference, or they could 

go to Edcamp for free. 

 

Built on principles of connected and participatory learning, Edcamp strives to bring people 

together to talk about the things that matter most to them: their interests, passions, and 

questions. People who attend Edcamp can choose to lead sessions on those things that matter, 

with an expectation that the people in the room will work together to build understanding by 

sharing their own knowledge and questions. 

 

Patrick Callaghan - A Closer Look at Close Reading 

● Informational text - how do we look at using informational text from K to graduation 

and scaffold their use of complex text?  

● Close reading - how do we help students really dig into text. Sometimes, we as adults 

take for granted how involved reading is, especially for younger students. 

Comprehension is more than reading and answering the questions at the end. 

Comprehension is thinking about the text, within the text, and beyond the text. 

Comprehension is an important reading activity and skill done “on the fly.” 

● Reading has its place in EVERY classroom from K-12, and all content areas. In science, 

social studies, art and even PE, learning is done with text.  Informational Text takes on 

many forms --- reading is a message-getting, problem solving activity. 
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● Activity - everyone read the article The House, and underlined what they read that they 

believed is important.  They talked in pairs to share when they identified as important 

and also  explained why they thought it was  important.  To demonstrate purpose for 

reading, the group briefly considered the question “Why do you think the author wrote 

the text we read?”  Answers were varied, and well explained.  Patrick asked, “What if I 
told you to identify which of the important facts were MOST important to answer the 

question, “Why is this a good house to rob?”  Lively discussion followed. 

● Gave a handout about informational text, close reading, collaborative conversations, 

wide reading.  The article outlined four “entry points” for reading, understanding and 

exploring informational text  through “Close Reading.” 

 

 

Angie Adrean - Closing 

● Thank you for your time! 
 
 

         
“To empower a community of learners who will...Change The World!” 

 

 

 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B8nI0OJ3H_9Ba2JGb212VFhuU3M
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/nov13/vol11/num03/points-of-entry.aspx

