
 

 

 

 

Overview of Ohio’s CURRENT Graduation Requirements 
Students Graduating Spring 2018 and Beyond (Current Grade 9 and Grade 10) 

 
Ohio has modified its graduation requirements beginning with the Class of 2018 (this year’s 10

th
 graders).  In order for 

students to be eligible to graduate they must meet two criteria:  credits and a required standard on state end-of course 

exams. 

Credits 

 Successfully complete a minimum of 20 high school credits in specific subjects.  See the Course Planning 
Handbook for more specific information; 

 
AND MEET ONE OF THE FOLLOWING 

Ohio’s State Tests 

Students earn a cumulative passing score of 18 points, using seven end-of-course state tests. To ensure students are 

well rounded, they must earn a minimum of four points in math, four points in English and six points across science and 

social studies. 

End-of-course exams are:  

• Integrated math I and II  

• Biology 

• American history and American government 

• English I and English II 

Students studying Advanced Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) courses in biology, American 

history or American government may take and substitute test scores for end-of-course state exams to avoid 

double testing. Students also may substitute grades from College Credit Plus courses in these subjects for end-of-

course state exams. 

A student earns 1-5 graduation points based upon their performance on each of the seven tests.  A student must meet 

a minimum of 4 points on English, 4 points on math, and 6 points from Science and Social Studies. 

PERFORMANCE LEVEL ADVANCED ACCELERATED PROFICIENT BASIC LIMITED 

POINTS EARNED 5 4 3 2 1 

 Industry credential and workforce readiness 

Students earn 12 points through a State Board of Education-approved, industry-recognized credential or 

group of credentials in a single career field and achieve a workforce readiness score on the WorkKeys 

assessment. The state of Ohio will pay one time for those who take the WorkKeys assessment. 

 College admission test 

Students earn “remediation-free” scores in English language arts and mathematics on a nationally recognized 

college admission exam. The state of Ohio will pay one time for all 11th grade students in the classes of 2018 

and beyond to take the exam free of charge. 

 

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-Graduation-Requirements/Graduation-Requirements-2018-and-Beyond
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-Graduation-Requirements/Graduation-Requirements-2018-and-Beyond/18-Points-on-State-Tests
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-Graduation-Requirements/Graduation-Requirements-2018-Beyond/Industry-Recognized-Credentials
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-Graduation-Requirements/Graduation-Requirements-2018-Beyond/Industry-Recognized-Credentials
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-Graduation-Requirements/Graduation-Requirements-2018-and-Beyond/Workforce-Readiness-Score
http://www.act.org/products/workforce-act-workkeys/


 
When Can A Student Retake an Ohio End-Of-Course Test?  
Under current law all students are eligible to retake any End-of-Course State Test if they would like, or need, to earn 
more points.  Students who earned a 1 or 2 on last year’s test will be contacted by their school to schedule them for 
retesting.  Students earning a 3 or 4 should contact their school counselor if they would like to retest during the Spring 
(April 11-May 6) window. 
 
 
What if My Child took a course before the end-of-course test was available?  Will they receive credit towards 
graduation? 
Yes.  For students in the 2018 graduation cohort and beyond who were accelerated into classes for which the new state 
test was not administered last school year they will not be required to take the end-of-course exam, however they will 
receive points based on their transcripted grade for the class.   Also, students taking College Credit Plus courses in these 
subjects will use the course grade, not end-of-course test points to determine points towards graduation. 
 

Transcripted Grade A B C D 

Graduation Points 5 4 3 2 

 
 
 
Are There Other Ways Students May Earn Points Toward Graduation? 
Yes.  Students may substitute the results on an AP or IB exam for the tested courses.  If they are taking the AP or IB 
exam then they would not be required to take the state exam for that course.  The chart below shows how they would 
earn points towards graduation. 

Advanced Placement 4 or 5 3 2  1 

International Baccalaureate 6 or 7 4 or 5 2 or 3  1 

Graduation Points 5 4 3 2 1 

 
How can a student earn a DIPLOMA UNDER THE “CREDENTIAL PATTHWAY? 
 
In order to qualify for a diploma under the credential pathway, a student need to do two things: 

 Earn a minimum score on WorkKeys (to be finalized by the State Board of Education in September 2015) 

 Earn an industry-recognized credential or credentials worth 12 credential points 

  
Can a student mix and match credentials 
Yes, a student may choose any combination of credentials that totals to 12 points within a single career field. Students 
can consult with a counselor, teacher, or other professional to aid in choosing the bundle of credentials that best suits 
their career aspirations. 
 
Why can’t a student mix and match credentials from different career fields? 
The goal is for students to exit high school with a coherent bundle of credentials that leads to meaningful employment 
or post-secondary options.  
 

For More Information about how these changes affect your child’s graduation requirements please contact their 
school counselor. 

 
Jennifer Wene 

Chief Academic Officer 
jwene@wscloud.org 

 

 

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-Graduation-Requirements/Graduation-Requirements-2018-and-Beyond/Industry-Recognized-Credentials

