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State of the Schools Event Highlights Achievements
Growing Student Enrollment Remains Biggest Challenge for the Future
Thank you to the Worthington Schools community for
celebrating with us on February 2 at our State of the
Schools event. It was a pleasure to showcase the
talents of our students, highlight our district successes
and speak about challenges we have before us.
A few highlights from State of the Schools: Ninety-one
percent of our students now go on to two-or-four-year
colleges after they graduate. This is a great
accomplishment that speaks volumes about the
education our 10,000 students receive from what I
consider to be the finest teachers and support staff.
Year after year, we are recognized for our high-quality,
academic programs that teach students the skills and
knowledge that will prepare them for a lifetime of
success. I strongly believe that as a result of our
accomplishments, our Worthington School District is
growing—recently named one of the top 10 districts for
enrollment growth in the state of Ohio.

Enrollment Growth
Did you know?

◆ Worthington is one of the top ten growing
school districts in the state of Ohio.
◆ Since our last operating levy in 2012, our student
population has increased by 877 students.*

We are thrilled about the growth as that means there
is re-investment in the Worthington community. With
growth we do have new challenges as a school
district and we need to cautiously manage the
enrollment fluctuations with the ongoing needs of our
aging facilities. We need your feedback on the
options that have been created by our Community
Task Force to effectively and efficiently prepare our
facilities for the future.
As the district grows, so does our commitment to
serving the students and families of Worthington. I am
truly excited about the future of our district and hope
you are too.
Thank you again for your support
of our district. Please visit our
website, www.worthington.k12.oh.us
for real-time information on
upcoming district events, as well
as updates on our Master
Facilities Plan. ◆
Sincerely,

Dr. Trent Bowers
Superintendent

TWHS student Megan
Hoover performs.

◆ Projections show that we could add another
800 students over the next five years.*
*DeJong Richter Enrollment Projections Report

Dr. Bowers introduced D.R.U.M. from Slate Hill Elementary School at the State of the Schools event
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Community Provides Feedback on Facilities Plan
Worthington Schools recently finished the third round of
community meetings for the Master Facilities Planning
Process. Thank you to the hundreds of community members
and staff who participated in these important meetings for
our schools and community.
The main purpose of the Master Facilities Planning Process
is to address two major issues
facing our school buildings:

• Changing elementary grade configurations by
moving all sixth graders to middle school.
• Balancing enrollment at our high schools to offer
equitable programs and extracurricular offerings
for both schools.
We need a plan for
the future in order
to maintain the
great work
happening in each
and every one of
our school
buildings.

1. Older schools with aging
infrastructures.
2. Enrollment growth causing
schools to be near or over
capacity.
At this meeting, the district shared
the working options developed by
the community-led Facilities Task
Force. Community members in
attendance were asked to give their
feedback through a group dialogue
and by filling out a questionnaire.
Those who did not attend the meeting had the opportunity
to share their opinions through an online survey.
There are many ways for the community to address these
challenges, and some of the possible options include:
• Building and replacing schools to update old
infrastructures and accommodate growth.

Community
feedback is the
most important
part of this
process! It is your
feedback and
opinions that will
shape this plan. The community Task Force and district
will use your feedback to form the next steps in the
process, which include finalizing the plan to be
presented to the Board of Education in May of 2017.
For more information and to provide feedback, visit the
Facilities Planning website at www.worthington.k12.oh.us/
facilitiesplanning or email facilities@wscloud.org with any
questions. ◆

Why do we need a Facilities Plan?
◆ Enrollment Growth – 877 more students since
2012 and an additional 800 projected over the
next 5 years.*

◆ Our buildings are nearing or at capacity - currently
there is only 1 empty classroom in the entire district.
◆ Our newest building is over 25 years old and some
of our buildings are well over 50 years old.
◆ The State of Ohio has identified 12 of our 19 school
buildings in need of repair or replacement.
*DeJong Richter Enrollment Projections Report
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Women Take on Leading Roles in Engineering with WorBots
January marked the kickoff of a new
season for the Worthington “WorBots”
robotics team. The WorBots, combined
with Worthington’s Project Lead the
Way (PLTW) program, are helping to
prepare students for a future that will
include the need for problem solving.
For those who go on to study
engineering or science after high
school, this work and real-life
experience will lay a necessary
foundation for college and the future.
In a career path dominated by men,
two young women have taken a
prominent role as key leaders of the
WorBots. Juniors Katherine Poe and
Mackenzie Bennett help steer the
robot, and the team during the
competition.

“I think that in Project Lead the Way
and with the robotics team, what
you’re learning will help you in the real
world,” Bennett said. “PLTW is a
thought provoking class that makes
you really think about what you’re
doing and how it will apply.”

The team competes in
challenges sponsored by
FIRST (For Inspiration and
Recognition of Science and
Technology), an international
organization dedicated to
getting students interested in
innovation and engineering.
For more information on the WorBots
and to follow the team’s progress, visit
https://worbots4145.org/ or follow them
on Instagram at www.instagram.com/
worbots4145 ◆

“Smoothie Day” at Worthington Park Promotes Wellness and Entrepreneurship
At Worthington Schools,
appealing to students’ creative
sides is not only encouraged,
it’s practically a way of life. So,
when several sixth-grade
students came to Principal
Asia Armstrong with an idea
to sell smoothies at school,
she instructed them to run
with it.
The result has been a way to introduce healthy refreshment
to their fellow students, and when they begin harvesting the
right kind of greens from the school’s Tower Garden, at least
some of the healthy ingredients will be “school-grown.”

All the students involved
mentioned the ability to leave
some form of a legacy when
they depart for middle
school.
“We wanted to do it because
we’re in sixth grade,” said
Gavin. “Next year we will be
going off to middle school so
we wanted to leave
something here.”

Students have taken on different roles for the entire process.

There was already a Garden
Club at the school – that is where the origin of the Tower
Garden came into being – but adding Smoothie Day was
another way to incorporate a healthy lifestyle.

“Gage and Liam worked on making the smoothies,” said
Claire Hale of a recent Smoothie Day. “Avery was in charge
of keeping the money and Gavin and I were serving them to
the people. We make the smoothies with strawberries,
bananas, yogurt and some kale.”

“It’ll be cool to put the Tower Garden and Smoothie Day
together,” Liam Church explained. “We do Smoothie Day
on Wednesdays and people are supposed to wear their
Worthington Park gear. When they do that, they can get a
discount (on the smoothies).” ◆
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Enrollment Growth, State Funding Support Challenge Our Schools
Transparent
conversations about
finances with the
community are an
important part of
what we do as a
school district. With
these discussions,
we hope that
residents have a clear picture of what
Worthington Schools are doing to
provide a high quality education at a
great value to taxpayers.
In February, the Governor delivered his
proposed budget to the House of
Representatives who began the next
step in the process of putting together
Ohio’s biennial budget and once again
school funding is a hot topic at the
Statehouse.
What does this mean to Worthington?
The Governor’s proposal does not
propose major changes in the school
funding formula but the outcome of
the budget process will have a
significant impact on Worthington
Schools. Other factors including the

tangible personal property (TPP) tax
reimbursement payments and the cap
on formula aid are up for debate at the
Statehouse. As the current budget
stands, even though our district should
gain more than $2.9 million over two
years under the funding formula, we
are set to lose nearly $5.5 million in
personal property tax reimbursements.
The state foundation formula indicates
we should receive $46.6 million during
the biennium. However, due to the
state not funding the formula
completely and allowing for only a cap
of five percent increase per year, we
are only going to receive $40.8 million
resulting in a significant shortfall from
the state’s formula.
We are closely monitoring the state
budget debate and working with our
local legislators to advocate on behalf
of our schools. Although we will not
know the full impact until the summer
and we anticipate changes, state
funding has been an ongoing
challenge for our district for many
years. The loss of the business tangible

tax has permanently changed our local
financial landscape. While student
enrollment in the district has increased
by 877 students since 2012, the cap on
funding from the State of Ohio
prevents us from receiving additional
revenue. This places more of the
responsibility for education on our
local taxpayers. It is critical that our
schools receive additional funds from
the state especially as we receive
additional students.
Despite the Governor’s proposal, the
sky is not falling in Worthington. We
have conservatively forecasted state
revenue and have projected losses
similar to the State budget. Thank you
for your continued support. As the
budget develops, we will keep you
informed, work with state leaders, and
continue to insist on fair funding levels
for our school district. ◆
Jeff McCuen, Treasurer
jmccuen@wscloud.org

Social Club Connects Kids at Kilbourne Middle School
The start of a new school year at a new school can be a
challenge for any student. For students in the Structured
Communication Learning Center (SCLC) at Kilbourne Middle
School (KMS), the task can be particularly daunting.

feel more a part of their school. At the end of the school day
each Friday, Tackett and five other teachers host the Social
Club, which includes 14 of their students, along with other
KMS students.

The SCLC unit typically helps kids with autism. It is the only
unit of its kind at the middle school level at Worthington
Schools, so not only are the
students making the leap to
middle school, but some of them
are busing across the district to
be around kids they aren’t
familiar with.

The response to the call for students to become a part of the
club was great. Eighth grader Trinity Frank is a regular
participant in the Social Club and has
enjoyed the experience.

SCLC Intervention Specialist Kyle
Tackett and his team wanted to
do something to make his
students more comfortable, and
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“When I heard about it, I was very
excited to be a part of it,” she said.
“It’s kind of like a big honor. I feel really
special that I get to help out these kids
and be with them and hang out with
them. Seeing their smiles and hanging
out with them has been really fun.” ◆
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